Dr. John T. Medler
May 28, 1914 — July 4, 2006

Dr. John Thomas Medler, Professor Emeritus in Entomology, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, died July 4, 2006, at an age of 92 at Castle Hospital, Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii. He
lived at the Pohai Nani Retirement community in Kaneohe for the past 27 years.

Professor Medler was born May 28, 1914, at Las Cruces, New Mexico. He graduated
from high school in Los Angeles and attended Long Beach Community College before
enrolling in New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. He received his B.S. and M. S.
degrees in Agriculture there. After receiving his Ph.D. degree in Entomology from the
University of Minnesota in 1940, Dr. Medler was awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship
for post-graduate work at the University of California-Berkeley. He also was in the Naval
Reserves as a Public Health Officer. When his unit was activated in 1942, he served as an
officer in the U.S. Navy, doing malaria control work in the Pacific.

In 1946, Dr. Medler began his career as a professor at the University of Wisconsin, which
lasted until his retirement in 1979. From 1968 to 1974, on loan from the University, he
worked for the U.S. Agency for International Development at the University of Ife,
Nigeria. He published his valuable book “Insects of Nigeria” in 1980. He directed
another AID program in Jakarta, Indonesia from 1976 to 1979.

After retirement he was a Resident Research Affiliate at the Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
Hawaii, undertaking research on the flatid bugs (Hemiptera: Homoptera) and published a
series of papers on them from different parts of the world. Altogether he published over
300 articles and books. He was an active traveler and collector of insects and had visited
every rain forest of the world.

Dr. Medler was admired by his friends and colleagues from all parts of the world. He is
survived by his wife Maria Pfeil, brother David, sister Eleanor, daughter Meredith, sons
Marcus and Melvin, stepsons Steven and Tom, nine grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. All of us would miss him very much.
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MEDLER’S PAPERS ON FLATIDAE

This list has been compiled with the assistance of Dr. Lois O’Brien from lists sent by
Medler, from reprints sent from his office in the Bishop Museum, and from
Zoological Record.
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Note: O’Brien is preparing a paper on flatids of the US with Medler as coauthor posthumously, this year.
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