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FULGOROIDEA FROM ALDABRA, ASTOVE, AND COSMOLEDO ATOLLS, 
COLLECTED BY THE ROYAL SOCIETY EXPEDITION 1967-68 (HEMIP- 
TERA-IIOMOPTERA) 

1 / by M. D. Webb- 

INTRODUCTION 

The present study is concerned with the Fulgoroidea 
collected by B. H. Cogan and A. M. Hutson of the British Museun~ 
(Natural History) on the 1967-68 Royal Society Expedition l-o 
Aldabra, Astove and Cosmoledo Atolls. These islands together 
with Assumption are known collectively as the Aldabra group. 

Eight Fulgoroid species were recorded from the Aldabra 
group by Distant (1906) who placed them in seven genera and four 
families. The present work adds five families, eighteen genera 
and ten species to the fauna. A li.st of species from the Aldabra 
group with their distribution is included at the end. of the paper. 
Three of Distant's species were not found by the expedition but 
are listed for completeness. 

Identifications were carried out with reference to the type 
specimens, except in those species where published descriptions 
and illustrations proved sufficient. The classification used 
follows Metcalf's General Catalogue of the Hemiptera (1936-58) 
except where indicated. 

The collecting areas on the present expedition were as 
follows : 

Aldabra Atoll: South Island, Middle Island, West Island, 
Ile Michel. 

Cosmoledo Atoll: Wizard Island, Menai Island. 
Astove Atoll. 

Recent detailed maps, descriptions and discussions on the 
flora and fauna of the areas listed above can be found in Westoll 
and Stoddart (1971) for Aldabra, Bayne et al. (1970) for Cosmo- 
ledo and Bayne et al. (1970) for Astove. 
-- 
l'British Museum (~atural  ist tor^). 

(Manuscript received Dec. 1973--Eds.) 



I would l i k e  t o  thank  D r .  GBl lner -Scheid ing ,  Mumboldt 
U n i v e r s i t y  Museum, B e r l i n  and Dr. A .  Kal tenbaclr ,  N a t u r h i s t o r i s c h e s  
Mu.seum, Vienna f o r  t h e  l o a n  of  t y p e  m a t e r i a l .  

l k f e r u n d a t a  -- a l d a b r a n a  D i s t a n t  
AI,DAURA, SOUTH 1:SLAND: 7 6  11 9 ,  Takarnaka, 1 -27 / i i /1968;  3a  
29 ,  Dune Jean-Louis ,  13-2O/ii-i./1968; 36  1 9 ,  Flamingo P o o l ,  
21 -22/ i /1968;  1  6  1  9 ,  C i r q  C a s e s ,  3-1 6 / i~ /1968 ;  KLDDLIC ISLAND: 
1 6 ,  n e a r  P a s s e  Gionne t ,  2 / i i i / l g 6 8 ;  1 6  1 9 ,  n e a r  l a s t  Channel., 
18-23/!~i/1968; W i S T  ISLAND: 1 6, n e a r  S e t - t l e n ~ e n t ,  21 - 3 l / i i . i /  
1968;  ILII &IICITi31,: I a ,  l 5 / i i / 1  968.  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  t y p e  s e r i e s  d e p o s i t e d  :in t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museum ( ~ a t u r a l   ist tor^). 

Neopr ivesa  f u s c o v a r i a  D i s t a n t  
ALIIARRA, SOUTI1 ISLAND: 6 6 3 9 ,  Takamaka, 1 -27/i:i/1968 ; 7 6  
21 P , Dune Jean-Louis ,  13-2O/i.ii/1 968; 1  9 ,  Cinq Cases ,  
3-16/i/1968; 3 6  b9 ,  Dune D'Messe,  %l/i:i.i ./1968; I ? ,  Fri.f;atc 
P o o l ,  2O/i/1968; PiIllDLLC ISLAND: 1 3, n e a r  E a s t  Channel.,  
18-23/ i i /1968;  IfEST 7:SLANU: 3 3 3P, n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  
7-1 2 / i i i . /1968;  1:LE MICIIICL: 3 6 ,  15 / i i / 1968 ;  COSPIOLICIIO, 
V I Z A R D  IS1,AniI): 1  9 , 6 / i i j ~ / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  t y p e  s e r i e s  deposi . ted i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museum ( N a t u r a l  I . I i s tory) .  

P r i v e s a  p u n c t i f r o n s  S i g n o r e t  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLANII: 5 6 29,  Takamaka, 1 -27 / i i /1968;  2  6  
3 2 ,  Takamaka Grove, 1 -27/j.:i/1968; 3  6  3 9 ,  Dune Jean-Louis ,  
13-2O/ i i i /1968;  1 9 ,  Dune DIMesse,  2 1 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  1  6, Anse 
Cedre ,  17-1 9 / i / l 9 6 8 ;  2  6, P o i n t  IIodoul, 27/ i /1968;  Ml~DIILlS 
I:SLANI): 1  6  I ? ,  n e a r  P a s s e  Gioni le t ,  2 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  3 6 ,  n e a r  
E a s t  Channel ,  18-23/ i i /1968;  WICST I:SLAND: 1 9 ,  n e a r  Se t t l e l i l cn t  , 
7-1 2 / i i i / 1  968;  rL,rc P:';ICII.(I:L: 6 6  39 ,  1 5 / i i / 1  968; COSPfOLh:IlO, 
wI.ZARl3 ISLAND: 2 6  1 P ,  6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  KENAI ISLAND: 1 6" 1 P ,  
6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  ASTOVE: 2 3  5P,  a round coconut  p l a n - t a t i o n ,  
5 / i i i / l 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and f i g u r e  g i v e n  by M e l i c h a r  

(1898) .  Accord ing  t o  M e l i c h a r ,  t h e  t y p e  of  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  i n  
t h e  Vienna Nuseum, b u t  I have  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  t r a c e  i t  t h e r e  o r  
e l s e w h e r e .  I h a v e ,  however,  s t u d i e d  a h e a d l e s s  specimen 
mentioned by E e l i c h a r  and d e t e r m i n e d  by him as t h e  same s p e c i e s .  

Osaka h y a l i n a  D i s t a n t  
The genus Osaka is  h e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  Ricani.i.dae 

as uroposed  bv Schmidt (1912)  and o t h e r  a u t h o r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  - - ~. 
t h e  Nogodinidae as g i v e n  by N e t c a l f .  

ALDARRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 7 6  4 9 ,  Takamaka, 1  - 2 7 / i i / l 9 6 8 ;  6 6 29 ,  
Dune Jean-Loui.s, 13-2O/i i i /1968;  29,  I ~ l a n ~ i n g o  P o o l ,  21 -22/ i /  
1968;  36  3 9 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3-16/i/1968; 3 2  4 9 ,  Dune DINesse ,  



21 / i i . i / 1 9 6 8  ; 1 9 , Anse Cedre ,  1  7-1 9/ i /1968 ; MIDDIX ISLAND: 
1  a,  n e a r  P a s s e  Gionnek, 2 / i i i / . I  968; WET ISLAND: 1  6 29 ,  n e a r  
Sc tk le r ; ien t ,  21 -3 l / i i . i /1  968;  ILK &fI:CHEI,: 11 6, 1  j / i i . / l  968;  
COSXOLICDO, F!ICNAI ISLAND: 1  9 , 6 / i j ~ / 1 9 6 8 ;  ASTOVE: 1 0  3 5 9 ,  
around coconut  p l a n t a t i o n ,  5 / i . i i /1968.  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  t y p e  s c r i c s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museu~i; ( ~ a l u r a l  I I is  t o r y )  . 

5 9 ,  Takan~aka Grove, 1  - 2 7 / i i / l 9 6 8 ;  9 3 49, Dune Jean-Louis , 
13-20 / i i i / 1968 ;  11 3  1  9 ,  Takarnaka P o o l ,  1-1 7 / i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  58 6 9 ,  
Cinq C a s e s ,  3-29/:i/1968; 43, Dune DtMesse,  2 1 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  h a  
3V, Anse Cedrc ,  17-19/i/1968; 1 6 3  11 9 ,  B ras  Cinq Cases ,  
9 / i / l 9 6 8 ;  3 3  39 ,  Flami.ngo P o o l ,  21 -22/ i /1968;  1 9 ,  F r i g a t e .  
P o o l ,  20 / i /1968;  MI.DDI.,E ISLAND: 1  9 ,  n e a r  East Channel ,  
18-23/ i i . / l968;  Wl%ST ISLAND: 4 8 1 9 ,  n e a r  S e t  t lernent ,  7 - 3 l / i i i /  
1968;  r1,E MrcnEL: 48 l ? ,  3-1 5 / i i / l 9 6 8 ;  1:SLLTS I N  VEST 
CHANNEL: 2  a 1 9 ,  28-29/ii./1968 ; COSMOIZDO, W:CZARD ISLAND: 1  3  
29 ,  6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  MXNAI ISLAMI: 1  i ? ,  6 / i f i / 1 9 6 8 .  
1 d e n t i : f i e d  from t h e  t y p e  speciruen d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  

N a t u r h i s t o r i s c h e s  "useurn, Wien. 

Meenopl idae 

X'isia a t r o v i n o s a  ( ~ e t h i e r r ~ )  
AI,DABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1  8 2 9 ,  Takanlaka Grove, 23-27/ i i /1968;  
1  9 ,  Takarnaka P o o l ,  1-1 7/:i.i/1968; 29 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3 -29/ i / l968;  
1  9 ,  Flamingo P o o l ,  21 -22/ i /1968;  1 9 ,  Anse Cecire, 17-1 9 / i /  
1968. 
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  descr i .p t i .on  and f'i.@res c i v e n  by Syrlave 

(1957) .  

I s s i d a e  

T r i e n o p a  ( I v i n g a )  t y p i c a  D i s t a n t  - 
ALDABIIA. SOUTH ISLAND: 1  9 ,  Takarnaka, 1 -17/i . i /1968; 1 8, 
Takarnaka Grove,  23 -27 / i i / l 968 ;  3 6  1 9 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3-1 6 / i /  
1968;  1 a 1 9 ,  Anse Cedre ,  17-19/ i /1968;  1 9 ,  F r i g a t e  P o o l ,  
2O/i / l968 ; COSP'IOLEDO, V I Z A R D  ISLASD: 1  a, 6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8  ; ASTOVE: 
2 $ 2 9 ,  a round coconut  p l a n t a t i o n ,  j / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  type  s e r i e s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museum ( ~ a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ) .  

C i x i i d a e  

B r i x i a  s t e l l a t a  D i s t a n t  -- 
ALDABM, SOUTH ISLAND: 1  6  2 9 ,  Takamaka, 23-27/ i i /1968 ; 4 6 
3 9 ,  Takamaka Grove, 1  - 2 7 / i i / l 9 6 8 ;  3 6  3 8 ,  Takamaka P o o l ,  



1-1 7 / i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  29 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3-29/i/ i  968;  1 ? , Anse Cedre ,  
17-1 9 / i /1968;  4 . 9 ,  Flamingo P o o l ,  21 -22/ i /1968;  1JEST ISLAND: 
1 9 ,  n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  7-1 2 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
These specimens a r e  o n l y  t e n t a t i v e l y  r e c o r d e d  as s - t e l l a - t a  

s i n c e  males  from t h e  t y p e  s e r i e s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  ~ u s e u w a l  
U i s t o r y )  have o n l y  one mid -ven t r a l  s p i n e  on t h e  aedeagus  
compared t o  t h r e e  on t h e  Aldabra  spec imens .  

O l i a r u s  nos ibeanus  J a c o b i  
ALDABRA, MIDDLE ISLAND: 2 6, n e a r  Passe  Gionne t ,  2 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  t y p e  s e r i e s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  Humboldt 

U n i v e r s i t y  Museum, B e r l i n .  

O l i a r u s  s p .  - 
ASTOVE: 4 6 1 ? , around coconut  p l an ta -L ion ,  5 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  

Acllaeri~enes major  Jacobi.  -- 
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1 6 ,  Dune DIMesse,  21 / i i . i /1968;  3 9 ,  
Dune Jean-Louis  , l3-2O/i . i i / l968.  
I d e n t i f i . e d  froln t h e  t y p e  s e r i e s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  Iluk~boldt 

U n i v e r s i t y  Museum, B e r l i n .  

Delphac idae  

UgYoPS SP. 
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1 6 1 9 , Takamaka, 1 -1 7 / i i / lY68  ; 1 6, 
Takamaka P o o l ,  1-1 7 / i i / l 9 6 8 .  

Matu t inus  s p .  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: I ? ,  Dune Jean-Louis ,  13 -20 / i i i / 1968 ;  
6 6  29,  Cinq C a s e s ,  3-1 6 / i /1968.  
These specimens r e semble  - Matu t inus  typhae  ( ~ i n d b e r g )  b u t  

d i f f e r  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  male g e n i t a l i a .  

S o g a t e l l a  -- n i g e r i e n s i s  t r o i l u s  Fennah -- 
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1 6 1 9 ,  Takamaka Grove,  23 -27 / i i / l 968 ;  
1 6 ,  Dune DfMesse,  2 1 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and  f i g u r e s  g i v e n  by Fennah 

(1963) .  

S o g a t e l l a  ko lophon s u b s p .  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1 9 ,  Dune D'Messe, 21 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  WEST 
ISLAhQ: 28 ,  n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  21 - 3 l / i i i / l 9 6 8 ;  ASMVE: 5 6  1 9 ,  
around coconu t  p l a n t a t i o n ,  5 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  f rom t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and f i g u r e s  g i v e n  by Fennah 

(1963) .  

S o g a t e l l a  s p .  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 3 6, Dune Jean -Lou i s ,  13-20/ i . i i /1968.  

S o g a t e l l a  s p .  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1 9 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3-16/i/1968. 



S o g a t e l l a  s p .  
COSMOLI3D0, WIZARD ISLAND: 1 9 ,  3-1 6/ i /1968.  

Sogatodes  cubana ( c r a w f o r d )  
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1  S  1 9 ,  Dune DIMesse,  2 1 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  
WEST ISLAND: 1 9 ,  n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  21 - 3 l / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  
COSMOLEDO, WTZARD ISLAND: 1 0 ,  6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  Crawford ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  

combina t ion  a s  i n  Fcnnah ( 1  9 6 3 ) .  

Thriambus s p .  - 
ALDABRA, WET ISLAND: 29 ,  n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  21 - 3 l / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  

E r ipeson  s p .  - 
ALDAIIRA, WEST ISLAND: n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  21 -31 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
T h i s  specimen i s  s i m i l a r  t o  E r i p e s o n  Fennah,  b u t  

d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  male g e n i t a l . i a  and i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  
of t h e  v e r t e x .  

N i l a p a r v a t a  rnaeander Fennah 
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 2 6  3 9 ,  Dune Jean-Louis ,  1 3 - 2 0 / i i i /  
1968;  WEST ISLAND: 2 $  1 9 ,  n e a r  S e t t l e m e n t ,  7 - 3 l / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  and f i g u r e s  

(Fennak,  1 9 5 8 ) .  

Toya propinqua  ( ~ i e b e r )  
ALDABRA. SOUTH ISLAND: 4 9 ,  Dune Jean-Louis , 13-20/ i i . i /1968;  

and 

I 6, Dun; II 'Messe, 21 / i i i / i  968;  WlSST ISLAND: 2 6  1 9 ,  n e a r  
S e t t l e m e n t ,  21 -31 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 ;  COSMOLEDO, MIENAT ISLAND: 1  6, 
6 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  d e s c r i . p t i o n  and f i g u r e  g i v e n  by Muir 
G i f f a r d  ( 1 9 2 4 ) ,  combina t ion  a s  i n  Fennah ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  

Toya t h o m a s s e t i  (Muir )  
ALDADRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 29 ,  Dune Jean-Louis ,  13 -20 / i i i / 1  968.  
I d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  t y p e  specimen d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museum ( N a t u r a l  H i - s t o r y ) ,  combina t ion  a s  i n  Fennah ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  

s p .  
ALDABRA, SOUTI-I ISLAND: 1 9 ,  Dune Jean -Lou i s ,  13 -20 / i i i / 1968 .  

Toya s p .  -- 
ALDABRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1  6, Anse Cedre ,  17-1 9 / i / l 9 6 8 ;  
COSMOLEDO , MENAI ISLAND: 1  6, 6/ii . i /1968. 

s p .  
ALDABHA, SOUTH ISLAND: 1  9 ,  Cinq Cases ,  3-1 6 / i /1968.  

Toya s p .  - 
ALDABRA, MIDDLE ISLAND: 26 ,  n e a r  P a s s e  G i o n n e t ,  2 / i i i / 1 9 6 8 .  

TOE s p .  - 
ALDABHA, MIDDLE ISLAND: 2 6  8 P ,  n e a r  E a s t  Channel ,  1 8 - 2 3 / i i i /  
1968. 



Falcotoya sp. 
COSMOLiiDO, W1:ZARD ISLAhQ: 1 6, 6/iii/1968. 

Delphacodes ceresensis :kir -- 
ALDABRA,-~~ST ISLAND: 1 6 ,  near Settlement, 21-3l/iii/1968. 
Identified from the type specimen deposited in the British 

Museum (~atural  is tory). 

Dicranotropis - ibadancnsis Pfuir 
ALDABRA, SOUTII ISLAND: 1 8, Dune Jean-Louis, 13-2O/iii/l968; 
WCST ISLAND: 6 3  49, near Settlement, 21 -3l/iii/1968. 
Identified from the original description and figures (~uir, 

1920). 

Liburnia krugeri (~uir) --- 
ALDADRA, SOUTH ISLAND: 223 59, Dune DIMesse, 21/iii/1968; 
MIDDLlC ISLAND: 16 6 29, near Passe Gionnet , 2/iii/1968. 
The hitherto unrecorded females of -this species are 

brachypterous and entirely yellow. The rnater:i.al was identified 
from the type specimen deposited in the British Museum (~atural 
History). 

Akotropis sp. 
ALDABRA , SOUTII ISLAND : 1 6 1 9 , Takamaka, 1 -27/ii/1968 ; 1 8 
29, Takamaka Grove, 1-1 7/ii/l968; 1 9 , Ci.nq Cases, 3-1 6/i/ 
1968; 1 a 19, Dune DtMesse, 21/iii/l968; 36, Rnse Cedre, 
1 7-1 9/i/l968 ; 1 $, Flamingo Pool, 21 -22/i/1968 ; WEST ISLAND: 
2 6  19, near Settlement, 7-lZ/iii/1968; ILE MICIIEL: 46 1 9 ,  
3-1 5/ii/l968; ASTOVE: 2 d' 1 P , around coconut plantation, 
5/iii/1968. 
These specimens resemble A k o t r e  -- - quericola Linnavuori, 

but differ slightly in the male genitalia. 

Derbidae 

A male of the tribe Cenchreini was taken at Aldabra 
Takamaka Grove, 1-12/ii/1968. Owing to the absence of the head 
it has not been possible to identify this specimen further. 

Tropiduchidae 

Numecia sp. 
ALDABRA, WEST ISLAND: 19,  near Settlement, 21-3l/iii/1968. 
In Melichar's Monograph of the Tropiduchidae (1 9l4), this 

specimen runs to Numecia --- punctula Melichar, but male specimens 
are required for confirmation. 



From t a b l e  1 i t  can  be  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  Aldabra  group h a s  
r e c e i v e d  i t s  Ful.goro:id f a u n a  from t:.iree riiai!l a r e a s ,  A f r i c a ,  
blal.a;i:asy and S e y c h e l l e s .  W t i ~  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Delpi iacidac 
and R i c a n i i d a c ,  t h e  f a n i i l i c s  a r c  p o o r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  and nlany 
f ami.l.i.es, no - t ab ly  t h e  Ful .goridac and  Uic tyopl ra r idae ,  a r e  
a b s e n t .  Only one monotypic g e n u s ,  l k f e r u n d a t a ,  and one s p e c i e s ,  
P r i v c s a  f r y e r i  D i s t a n t ,  a r e  endemic,  t h e  fo rmer  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
Alclabra A t o l l  and t h e  l a t t e r  t o  Aldalsra A t o l l  and Assumption. 
Withi.n t h e  Alrlabra group t h e  r i c l r e s t  f a u n a  o c c u r s  on Aldabra  
A t o l l  i t s e l r  whi.ch p o s s e s s e s  a l l  s p e c i e s  o c c u r r i n g  with.1i.n t h e  
i s l a n d  c r o u p .  S i x  of t h e s e  s p e c i e s  a r c  s h a r e d  w i t h  Cosmolctlo 
and/or  Astove t o  t h e  e a s t  and o n l y  one w i t h  Assunlptj~on t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  
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