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Abstract.-Two new species of Oliarus are described, O. oryzicola from Peru and 
O. kindli from French Guyana. Biological notes are given for O. oryzicola which feeds 
on rice. 
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The majority of planthopper (Fulgoro- 
idea) species that occur on rice (Oryza sa- 
tiva) throughout the world are members of 
the family Delphacidae (Wilson and Clar- 
idge 1991). This is, perhaps, not surprising 
because so many delphacid species are as- 
sociated with Graminae. When individuals 
of some other planthopper families are 
found on rice, including the family Cixi- 
idae, they are usually considered to be 'ca- 
suals' and have little or no importance as 
pests. 

The extensive literature search of Wilson 
et al. (1994) lists only one species of cixiid, 
Pentastiridius apicalis (Uhler) on rice. In 
this paper we report a new species of Oli- 
arus on rice in Peru. In the course of in- 
vestigations on this species we found a sec- 
ond closely related species and take the op- 
portunity to also describe it. 

Abbreviations of depositories are 
BMNH: The Natural History Museum, 
London, U.K.: MNHN: Muséum National 
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Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
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THE GENUS OLIARUS 

Members of the genus Oliarus Sta, as 
currently diagnosed, are found in almost all 
parts of the world, Species discrimination 
depends entirely on examination of the 
male genitalia, in particular on the structure 
of the aedeagus. Mead and Kramer (1982) 
revised the Oliarus species in North Amer- 
ica (north of Mexico) and recognized 51 
species. These authors were conservative in 
their treatment of the genus and did not use 
any of the current subgenera but did rec- 
ognize a series of species groups based on 
the structure of the aedeagus. We follow the 
same principles here, and, in the absence of 
any phylogenetic analysis of Oliarus, we 
indicate possible phylogenetical links of the 
two new species with a previously de- 
scribed one. Over 20 Oliarus species have 
been recorded from Central and South 
America and from the Galapagos islands. 
Unfortunately many of the species are 
based on female type specimens and until 
characters based on the female are fully in- 
vestigated we cannot compare them with 
any degree of confidence. We accept the 












