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JOHN COLBUEN BRIDWELL, 1877-1847

John Colburm Bridwell was born at Pella, Texas, September 25,

1877, and died near Culpeper, Vieginia, Angust 9, 1057, Of the
Bruchidav, or seed beetles, he became the ]t'4'|1|'l|:|_1_1: seholap of his time,
anid he also conteibuted Hi;‘!lllt[-l"q‘lrlﬂ,‘l' to onre kuowledes of other insect
wronips, espeeially the aenleate wasps, Freom 1920 antil 1943 he was
a member of the Entomological Socicty of Washington, and during
wnch of that peried he was loeated at the 17 5. National Muosemn.
He was an unusual entomologist, endowed with tremendons enthnsi-
aum for patural history, eemarkably well schooled in fonidamentals
and the early literature of his group, very well informed on hotanical
matters, and a keen ohserver and indefatisable eollector in the field.

Bridwell's paternal ancestors were English; his ecreat-mrandfather,
Strother Bridwell, moved westward from Stafford County. Vieoini,
in the middle T700's. His mother’s people were Scoteh-Trish and
Duteh ; they too eame to Ameriea at an early date, and their descend-
ants still live in castern Massachnsetts, William Wallace Bridwell.
cirenit-riding Methodist ministor, was father of the Foture entomalo-
wist, who was born in g frontier home at Pella, in northern Texas,
not far from the Chiclasaw Nation in what is now Oklahoma. e had
six brothers and one sister. The family woved to Baldwin, Bansas,
site of Baker University, when Bridwell was only fone to five years
old. He was praduated from Baker with a decves of BS, in the Class
of 1900, Tn 1899 he published his first paper, a list of Kansas Hymen-
optera. As a boy he had suffered an injury to his les, when a un
went off in a spring wagon while on a honting trip. This made him
lame all the remainder of his life and way bave been partly respon-
sible for his spepding time in the quiet poesuit and observation of
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insecie gs o young man, thus determining his eaveer. Tt may also
Lave helped o shape his persopality, civing him an independence
aned o distaste Tor routine work patterns,

The chronology of Bridwell’s professional affiliations after leaving
Baker Dodversity, amd prior to going to Hawaii in 1915, 35 as Follows
Fellow, Olio State Toiversity, 1901-19002:  Assistant o State Knto-
mologist, Georgia, 1002; Federal employee on tobaceo stallk weevil
[ Trichoborisy at Willis. Texas, Mareh--July, 1903 ; instructor in Zo-
oloey, University of New Hampshive, 1808 Fellow, Massachusetts
Aerienltural Collese, 1906 ; Professor of Biolowy, Pacifie Collese | Oee-
won 1, 1907 5 instruetor in Zoology and assistant entomologist, Oregon
State College, 1907-1911; imstruetor in Entomology, Universily of
[ seliloeia -:]"n-|'Li|=|i'11."-_ 1911-1913. Some of the |11:Hifiml5 were Jeld
For breiet periods, e remained in New Hampshive at least antil the
spring of 1904, as shown by the veeord of Clenofhrips bridwelli
Frankling which he collected at Dover, N. H., April 11, 1904, While
i Massachusetts he identified many Hymenoptera in the College eol
leetion, wind T was closely associated with Do 1 Franklin, who
Wi }:--1i1.'|']|1' HILII]I'\'itI.L?" bumbhlebees, and with Dy, E. A, Baek, who
later was with him in Tawaii and who became his sapervisor in the
Bnrean of Entomolowy,

In 1915 Bridwell was appointed Assistant Superintendent, Division
of  Entomolory, Boared of Agricoliuee and Forvestey, Tervitory of
Hawaii, Hearcived in Honolulu about June 3, 1913, about two weeks
after the arvvival of Dr. Filippo Silvestel, who, sinee the previous
Julv, bl been on a teip to Alreiea in search ol parasites which it was
loped wonld contribute to the control of the Meditervanean frait 1y
andl the horn fly, His work on the program of rearing and releasing
parasites beean June 8, and he had the advantage of spending a few
days with D, Silvestei. Dnving the saommer he assisted David T,
Fullaway in the rearing acetivities, and doring Oetober 1-December 31
wits 10 cliege of the program, aided by i ceew of three 1o five workers,
The wagnitude of the program is indicated by the published figure of
92658 parasites (4 species) which were reared durving Oetober-Decem-
ber, and the total of 99376 parasites (3 species) which were liberated
in the period June 1-Tleeember 31, 1013,

In May 1914, Bridwell and Fullaway left Hawaii for Olokomeji,
Nizeria, for the special purpose of obtaining Tetrasticns giffordions,
a parasite which SBilvestri had diseovered the previous vear, but which
did not survive the trip to Hawaii. They soon found it and other
parasites, amd Fulliway deparcted with them for Tonolula, Bridwell
vemained in West Afvica to colledd specimens of the rich fauna, and
within a few months made a large colleetion, However, he contracted
a serions ease of malaria and went to Seuth Africa to be hospitalized.
After recovering, he madde forther colleetions, made an extended stop
in Aunstralia for additional field work, and finally returned to Tawaii
bate in 1915,
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Eavly in 1916 Beidwell 1eft the employ of the Boaed of Aerienlinee
mu| Ful‘{'.\,al ¥, spent soat rinw 'u.uri:ill;_r |H‘i'k'i|“'!:|.' at the i':};[rt-rinwul
Station of the Hawaiian Suear Planters’ Assodiation, and late in the
Fall was appointed to the stafl of the Bishop Mosemm s an assistant
to (L Swezey, Honorary Corator of Eotomolosy, A primary task
was to ald in the areangement of the Helms Collection, recently oh
tained From Auastralia, but an acendent disabled hon so that Bitle was
aveomplishod that vear. By 1918 he had eeturmmd (o peivate research
amd was stwlyinge Brochidas with oreat enthusiasm. This speeialty
led to his employment, November 20, 18978, to Febroary 1, T, by
r|'1|- lTlt]nn l"i'l*l] i.'nr1||'l.'|ll:l.' ol ]|||Hu]||||.|, Tis .-'Hl||:|.' IIH' it|H|~|-1.-', l|:;|i1||ll.'
brochids, attacking alearoba heans,

I Jamuary 1920 Bridwell was appointad as a specialist on Braehi-
chie and their parvasites by the Burcan of Botomolosy, and in the late
spring of that year went to Washington to nodertake the study of
the family, thus besinning his long association with the 17, 5. National
Musenme.. In December e went to Texias to collect and ship heoaehid
parasities to Hawail, and from then until he left the Borean i carly
1924 he divided his time between the Muosem and the field,

Bridwell left for India in Aveust 1924 and remained there antil
1925, imeaged noa business partnership bhased on the exportation of
cashiew outs. Tis time, exeept for side trips, was mainly  divided
between Mortuenese Goa and the vicmity of Bombay.

Following his retnrn to Washington in 1927, Breidwell did private
rescarch, mamly on hreachids, at the National Musenm until he beft
the Washington area in March 1944 During part of this perind he
was aided by a privale cooperator interested in supporting research
on broehids, While working at the Muosenm Bridwell lived in several
comununities, mainly in Virginia, and twice his residence burned.
After leavinge the Museum he Lived about fwe vears at Hillsborn, Vie-
rinia, then at Culpeper for about a year, aud foally he lived alone
in a4 small conntry honse at Liovam, Vieeinia, from May 1947 until
it burned in December 1935, While there he assembled @ few noles
for publication, but suffered the loss of nearly all remaining unpub-
lished notes, of which there were many, in the fire. Tn the spring of
1056 failing health foveed him 1o enter a home for the aeed, Follow-
ine his death and cremation, the ashes were seattered inoa woodland
area of natural heauty, at Cabin John, Marvlamd, in aceordance with
his wish.

Surviving relatives inelude a danehier. Juoliet, in Washingfton,
D and seven geanddanghiers, alse two brothers, Arvthur in Bald-
win, Kansas, and Robert in Cleveland, Oklahoma. On November 11,
1912, at Ukiah, California, Bridwell married Miss Juliet Greer, who
was President of her elass at Vassar Colleee, and was Dean of Domes-
tic Seienes and Aret at Oreeon State College, when they met. Mrs
Bridwell continusd some teaching, hoth in Hawaii. where theirv daugh-
ter was horn in 1938, and in New York City during her hosband s
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varly vears in Washinston, She shaved many travels with him, join-
ine him in India in 1925, and wmeeting him in Anstralia on his return
froan Afriea. o Austealia his collecting ventores in noexploved arveas
Ll tor Tone ahsenees, and after one soeh oceasion he and Mes. Bridwell
sat in their hotel in Sviduey and vead in New Yorek and San Freaneisceo
neespanpers that e had been lost i ihe bush ! She died Deeember 12,
1942 when the Tamily was living ot Vienna, Vireinia, near Wash-
imeto, 1 O

Duvinge his residenes dn Honelola, Bridwell was o member of the
Hawaiian Eotomalowieal Soeiety, and he was elected Seeretary-Treons-
wrer for 1914, but was able 1o serve only brietly beeanse of his depar-
ture for Adrviea. e wag very active in the presentation of notes at
peeed tnaes, el Ahey may be consalted o the Proceedings, volumes 3
andl 4. Later he hecame aetive in the Entomolosieal Hrll'il'f}' of Wash-
ington. Abstracts of the notes wiven by him there appear in volumes
10-13. 15 and 19 (192023 1925 19249 of the Journal of the Wash-
meten Aeademy of Bcicnees (pages careyving veports of Entomologiceal
Soviety wmcelings shown in Contents at el of vach volomel, and
i the Proceedings of the Entomologieal Society of Washington, vol-
ok 3557, 89 44w 46 (193319440, AMnonge notes dealing with
brochids, ihe Following werit special meotion: Joue. Wash, Aecad.
Ben 12 d6d, 467, 1992 13 2GT-262. 1925 15580, 1925 Proe. Enat.
Sov. Wash,, 37 185, 1936 dh- 23, 1944,

A gveat many nnnsually valuable specinens deposited o the Na-
tiomal Museom, wostly in Brnehidae, Chessomelidae, Covenliomidae,
and Flymenopiera, attest Breidwell 's remarkalle observational ability
thraeh their sienificant associated biolosical mformation. For many
wears he cooperatid closely with the late TI. S, Barber, not only m
e Fit'q!lisi!-lllu ol potes on the habits ol l'E'Iin(H!‘-‘liiFIH of varions
beetles. b on the intricacies of their nomenclatoees as owell,  Tle
alwavs petained a deep interest in Hymenoptera, In 1936 he diseoy-
ered in Vireinia, for the first time i the TToited States the ant Adaer-
aarfes, a o social parasite of another ant, Teframartra. Tn the miaddle
and late 1930% he worked oot the unnsnal bislogy of the previonsly
little known primitive sawflics of the copus Vigele, and stadied theip
parasites of {he menus fdivgromone (fovmerly  Lysiograthus)  (pe-
purted in notes, and by Cosliovan, Jonr, Wash, Acad, Sei; 270 4358444,
19355, He was r:t'ull:] that standarm] referenes works, such as Clausen s
Entor-nuhasons Tnsects, contained references to his pioneer worek with
wasns in Hawaii.

Bridwell's 1ife was plagued by misfortones, the gecidents and fires
aleeady mentioned, sl also by his own fertile mind that seemel
ever o beckon bim aleng the nntroadden paths of aew investisations
Lefore the resolis of e previons ones wepes wreitten., Tt ois g oite that
an entomologist of his ereeat and proven ability did not pablish more,
vet his published pecord and the assembled material resalting feon
liis pollectine and observations ape marks of Tong-lastine accomplisl-
e, ASHLEY B, GUENEY

GEORGE B, VOGT
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Farers wy Jons Uonprex Brinw Ll
A Fiat of Kansas Hymenoptera. Trans, Kansas Aewl. Bed, D s 206217,
(Letter to Dire Lo 0, Howard, dated Sept, 5, 18905, ander ©* Additiom] obiser
vations on the tebaceo stalk weevil "7 TS DUAL, Div. Ent. Boll, #4: 44406,
A weeoml specios of the hymenoplerous genus Odoulaphyes Konow { Xvoli
nisie b Ent, News 170 04,
(Beport | Division of Entomology, Board of Agrie, & Foro] for period Prom
Ok, T ko Dee. 30, 30230 Baoll. Hoard of Apgric. & Por, Terr. of ) Hiowii
T 1540180 Cplus T tahles ),
Bresding froit-fly eeessites 1o the Hawasian Ishinds. Jour, Feon, Eab. 02
472476
Notes on Spaagrers,. Proc, Hawaimn ot Soe, G5 261
A ot oo oam Eppees aml its prey. Pl o0 36236,
Nates oo e Thynmidies, Thid,, o 263265,
Notes om0 peregreine bethplil,. Thid., 2 276230,
Notes on et popliorodelplioy piealiifes, Thid. 22 270280,
MNotes om the entomology of Hawaiian Rephoriia with the deseription of o
new Thet yophoredelplor (TTomopters, Delphacidae o Thid,, @0 885887,
Notes om the hahits of Hl'rl:fn.m_.l_rl.ulm aptatus Sharp (Carabidae b Thad, 52
AL DRERY
Cieprtain mspects ol medical aod santlary entomology i TEawaii, Trons, Med,
Soe, Hawii for THIGR-1817: 2732
[maeets in relation to the storaee of food in Townii, Proes Towaii Fat,
S, a2 eGS0,
Notes on tle Brnelidae aml their parnsites in (e Taewsiinng Tslanils, Thid,,
ERR e R

Diesériptions of new spesies of hyvmenopterons poeasites of aniseaild Dipter
with notes on their habits, Thido 4@ 166179,

Bruchididae of the Helms Colleetion, Thid,, &80,

Bityeplioradel gl peacdicto speonee, [ Homoptera, Delphaeidas o Thad., £2
FE-F, He .

Miseellaneous notes on Fymenoptorn, With deseriptions of new gencen i
speeies. Thid., &0 108165,

Some potes on Huwaiinn ol other Bethylidae CHyomenoptern ) with deseeip
tions of new speeies. Thid., 42 21-35,

Notvs an Negoaimesa anbennato (Saith b (Hymenoptera o Thid,, &2 40041,
Some pdiditional notos: o Broelddse and their parasites in the Hawaiian
Islands. Thidi &3 15-260.

Some notes on Hawadian gl other Bethvbdae CHymenopters ) with sleserip-
tion of o new genus il spedics. Snd paper. Thicd, 4 @ 201-814,

The insect faung of the Howsiinn Luneh grasses { Eeagrosdos pecaabiolis ol
alliea), Thid,, £ 278285,

Tnsects ingurious to the Algaroba fesl industry. Hawaiian Planters" Roeord
e V-4

Notes on the Bruchidae aml their parasite: o the Hawadian Dslands, Sed
papers Thid, £ 403400, '
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Miuscellineous notes on U vmeneptors, 2wl paper;, with deseriptions of new
apecies. Thid,, 42 S8G408,

A onew lowland Plagithmysine covmmbyeid feom Cuha owith ootes om its
habits ©Coleoptera ), Thid,, £33 314323
Notes o Nesofoews Giffocd: Porkivs (Ooleoptern o Dhid., 4:  230-256, §
figa., 1 pl,

Thee liost prlzont sl alits of dbeoufloscelalos grigeotas (Palls Coleoptera b

Froe. Ent. Sec. Washington 25 T8I0,

Dgssapiption of o beaelid immigeant dwto awsii breciling in the seeds of
Cowvolvalaeene CColeoptern b, [hid., 272 112-114.

Tl o poen eoehid ©Caleopters | ander another maoome-a ples for one Kind
of embomologienl speetadast. Thad., G 544,

A prelminary generie areangement of the palm leaclids amd allies (Cole-
optera ) with deseriptions of new apeeies;  Thids, 37 = 141160,

Thelvtoky o archenotoky in Sedeeoderuens covnegreans, Psyelws of @ 11 E20,
{Iresigmation of Bevelos cobogiae Fooas genotype of clwbfveeres Thunberg .
Footnote = 1t M Ta Prores, I'l'vl:ll'. 1-. =, :\:.‘-lf. Muz, #% 5 Art, !7, [+ 1.34.
Trraelind e i.I|1'|"5:lii:;; sieae s 0f 1'n|||||n>;i|,|||_'1 witla I.!l,'!l.l'r.ililili!IK afl Dew PrRte |
ame] spseres (Cpleopitera i Proe, ot Boe. Washington #52 57400,

Tlhe subtamilies of the Brehidae (Coleopters o Dhid., 58 ;0 To0- T4,
Uallecting doseets in lerbarin, Jowr, X5, ¥, Bot, Goreden S0 T06-108,
G0, Bridwell & L, J, Bottomer s Thie haiey ovideh Bbraehid, Braelys Teoeki-
afiz Falraens, i the United States. Jowr. Apries Roseareh (70 8.) 463
TaR-Tal.

By nonymans names of deowfhoscelafes. obifeolos (Bay ) amd {eilfesahraching
praentatas Boope 45 To AL 0 Lavsen & 0. K, Fisher, TLEILA, Tech, Tall,
o, 1. 1-7ih,

Hpewatwirus copthvinee, a2 mew broehid affectinge seods of Beviheing  (Cole-
opternl, doure Washington Aead. Sei 280 GH-To.

(H. 8 Barber & JF. 0L Bridwell: Dejean eatalogue mwones (Coleoptara b,
Bulll Brooklvn Eat, Soe, o050 102

Two tewy Ameriean oo broelids (Coleoplers o Bev, Chilena Flise. Nat,
442 B40-2h8 (1940,

A new Aawbdyceris affecting seeds of Peosepis efilersie in Puerto Tieo ol
Hispanaoks, Jour, Apeie. Toiyv, Poerto Tiea 25 1338155 ( Nunrler for »Tlll:'u'
14,

Tl eneri of DLeetlos of the family Brochidas in Amerien porth of Mexieo,
Jour, Washington Aeml, Sei. 52 5257,

A new genns of Brochidpe offecting Hibisess o Argenting { Brachinge:
Avanthosecliding b, Thil., &2: 49-50,

MNaoles oo Brachidae afecting the Anacardizesie, inclhudling the desoription
of a mew genng, Thid,, 42: 124120,



