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Feeding and ovipositional preferences of the mirid bug, Cyrtorhinus lividipennis
Reuter (Heteroptera: Miridae), for planthoppers and their host plants. Masaya
Matsumura and Satoru Urano (National Agricultural Research Center for Kyushu Okinawa
Region. Nishigoshi, Kumamoto 861-1192, Japan)

We examined feeding and ovipositional preferences of the mirid bug Cyrtorhinus lividipennis
for the eggs of the three planthoppers, Sogatella furcifera (WBPH), Nilaparvata lugens (BPH).
and Sogatella vibix (PPH), on two host plants for planthoppers, rice and barnyard grass,
Echinochloa utilis (EU). The adult mirid bug showed no feeding or ovipositional preferences
between all the combinations of prey species and their hosts : WBPH eggs on rice versus BPH
eggs on rice, WBPH eggs on rice versus WBPH eggs on EU, WBPH eggs on rice versus PPH
eggs on EU, and WBPH eggs on EU versus PPH eggs on EU. The possibility of using barnyard
grass and S. vibix as a banker plant system for biological control of N. lugens by C. lividipennis
is discussed.
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