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ABSTRACT: Taxonomic changes affecting the Oriental and eastern Palaearctic Fulgoroidea
are proposed to stabilize the nomenclature. Five new generic synonymies, eleven new spe-
cific synonymies, and eleven new combinations in Cixiidae, Derbidae, Dictyopharidae, Issi-
dae, and Ricaniidae are proposed.

As part of ongoing investigations on the planthopper fauna of the Oriental and eastern Palaearctic re-
gions, a number of taxonomic discrepancies have appeared which require attention and are accordingly
dealt with here. The nomenclatural and taxonomic changes presented below include five new generic syn-
onymies, eleven new specific synonymies, and eleven new combinations and involve the families Cixi-
idae, Derbidae, Dictyopharidae, Issidae, and Ricaniidae. All the changes are proposed on the basis of the
examination of the relevant type material, mainly at the Natural History Museum, London, and the Insect
Collections of the Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan.

CIXIIDAE

Brixia munita (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Cixius munitus Walker, 1857:149. BORNEO.

DERBIDAE

Vekunta deducta (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Cixius deductus Walker, 1857:149. BORNEO.

Vekunta despecta (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Cixius despectus Walker, 1857:148. BORNEO.

Vekunta sublucida (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Brixia sublucida Walker, 1870:107. NEW GUINEA.
Note: Originally described as Brixia Stél of the Cixiidae, sublucida is clearly a member of Vekunta Dis-
tant of the tribe Cenchreini of Derbidae on the basis of its head morphology and forewing venation.

DICTYOPHARIDAE

Leprota fulgoroides (Walker)
Dictyophora fulgoroides Walker, 1858:67. S. CHINA, SUMATRA, BORNEO.
Saigona gibbosa Matsumura, 1910:112. NEW SYNONYMY.
Note: Walker frequently referred to ‘North China’ in his publications on Chinese Homoptera (e.g., Walker,
1858:67, 171). The ‘North China’ sensu Walker is actually southern China.

Pibrocha Kirkaldy
Pibrocha Kirkaldy, 1902:50. Type species: Dictyophora (?) [sic] egregia Kirby, 1891, by original desig-
nation.
Awaramada Distant, 1914:412. Type species: A. fryeri Distant, 1914, by monotypy. NEW SYNONYMY.

Pibrocha egregia (Kirby)
Dictyophora (?) [sic] egregia Kirby, 1891:135, pl. 5, fig. 4. SRI LANKA.
Awaramada fryeri Distant, 1914:413. NEW SYNONYMY.

Saigona Matsumura
Saigona Matsumura, 1910:110. Type species: Dictyophora ishidae Matsumura, 1905 [=Almana us-
suriensis Lethierry, 1878], by subsequent designation of Melichar, 1912:50.
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Neoputala Distant, 1914:412. Type species: N. capitata Distant, 1914, by original designation. NEW
SYNONYMY.

Saigona capitata (Distant) NEW COMBINATION
Neoputala capitata Distant, 1914:412. INDO-CHINA.

Saigona ussuriensis (Lethierry)
Almana ussuriensis Lethierry, 1878:25. RUSSIAN MARITIME TERRITORY, N.E. CHINA, JAPAN.
Dictyophora ishidae Matsumura, 1905:[55], pl. 21, fig. 5. NEW SYNONYMY.
Putala lewisi Distant, 1906b:354. NEW SYNONYMY.

ISSIDAE

Hemisphaerius rufovarius Walker
Hemisphoerius [sic] rufovarius Walker, 1858:95. BURMA, THAILAND, VIETNAM, CHINA
(HAINAN), BORNEO.
Hemisphaerius scymnoides Walker, 1862:309. NEW SYNONYMY.
Hemisphaerius testaceus Distant, 1906a:360. NEW SYNONYMY.
Hemisphaerius virescens Distant, 1906a:360. NEW SYNONYMY.
Note: This species is highly variable in size and coloration.

Gergithus niger (Walker)
Hemisphaerius niger Walker, 1857:155. JAVA, N. BORNEO, SUMATRA, MALAYA, THAILAND.
Hemisphaerius chilocoroides Walker, 1862:308. NEW SYNONYMY.
Hemisphaerius walkeri Butler, 1875:100. Replacement name for H. chilocoroides [sic] Walker, 1862 nec
H. chilocorides Walker, 1851. NEW SYNONYMY.

Gelastyra biplaga (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Issus biplaga Walker, 1851:367. HONG KONG.

Gelastyra quadriguttata (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Issus quadriguttatus Walker, 1851:366. HONG KONG.

Hiracia Walker
Hiracia Walker, 1857:154. Type species: H. ignava Walker, 1857, by monotypy.
Karna Distant, 1906a:274. Type species: K. karenia Distant, 1906a, by original designation. NEW SYN-
ONYMY.
Note: Hiracia and Karna were both included by Metcalf (1954) in his world catalogue of Tropiduchidae.
Fennah (1982) correctly transferred the two genera to Issidae.

Hiracia karenia (Distant) NEW COMBINATION
Karna karenia Distant, 1906a:275, fig. 126. BURMA.

Mongoliana chilocorides (Walker)
Hemisphaerius chilocorides Walker, 1851:379. S. CHINA; nec Hemisphaerius chilocoroides Walker,
1862.
Hemisphaerius recurrens Butler, 1875:98, pl. 4, fig. 20. NEW SYNONYMY.

Narayana Distant
Narayana Distant, 1906a:349. Type species: N. rusticitatis Distant, 1906a, by original designation.
Sudasina Distant, 1906a:353. Type species: S. testudo Distant, 1906a, by original designation. NEW SYN-
ONYMY.
Note: Narayana and Sudasina can be separated only on small differences in the shape of the frons and I
am of the opinion that these minor differences do not warrant the recognition of 2 separate genera.

Narayana testudo (Distant) NEW COMBINATION
Sudasina testudo Distant, 1906a:353, fig. 182. SRI LANKA.

Scantinius Stél
Scantinius Stél, 1866a:206. Type species: Issus bruchoides Walker, 1858, by subsequent designation of
Stal, 1866b:392.
Dindinga Distant, 1909:82. Type species: D. oculata Distant, 1909, by original designation. NEW SYN-
ONYMY.
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Scantinius oculatus (Distant) NEW COMBINATION
Dindinga oculata Distant, 1909:83. MALAYA (PERAK).

Thabena sobrina (Walker) NEW COMBINATION
Issus sobrinus Walker, 1857:154. BORNEO (SARAWAK).

RICANIIDAE

Ricania zebra Distant
Ricania zebra Distant, 1906a:379. N.E. INDIA, BURMA.
Ricania tisiphone Distant, 1916:110. NEW SYNONYMY.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: I thank M. D. Webb, Natural History Museum, London, and M. Suwa, Hokkaido
University, Sapporo, Japan, for access to the Walker, Distant and Matsumura collections, respectively. I
also wish to thank G. W. Byers, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, L. B. O’Brien, Florida A&M
University, Tallahassee, Florida, and L. L. Deitz, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, North Car-
olina, for reviewing the manuscript. This work was supported by the National Natural Science Founda-
tion of China, grant no. 39925006, and the Biological Innovation Fund A2999084 from the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences.

Literature Cited

Butler, A. G. 1875. List of the species of the homopterous genus Hemisphaerius, with descriptions of
new forms in the collection of the British Museum. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (4)16:92-100, pl. 4.

Distant, W. L. 1906a. The fauna of British India, including Ceylon and Burma. Rhynchota 3 (Het-
eroptera-Homoptera). pp. 175—491. Taylor & Francis, London.

Distant, W. L. 1906b. Rhynchotal notes—xIl. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (7)18:309-356.

Distant, W. L. 1909. Rhynchotal notes—xlviii. Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (8)4:73-87.

Distant, W. L. 1914. Some additions to the genera and species in the homopterous family Fulgoridae.
Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (8)13:409-424.

Distant, W. L. 1916. The Fauna of British India, Including Ceylon and Burma. Rhynchota 6 (Homoptera:
Appendix). pp. 17-145. Taylor & Francis, London.

Fennah, R. G. 1982. A tribal classification of the Tropiduchidae (Homoptera: Fulgoroidea), with the de-
scription of a new species on tea in Malaysia. Bull. Entomol. Res. 72: 631-643.

Kirby, W. F. 1891. Catalogue of the described Hemiptera Heteroptera and Homoptera of Ceylon, based
on the collection formed (chiefly at Pundaloya) by Mr. E. Ernest Green. J. Linn. Soc. Zool., Lon-
don 24:72-176.

Kirkaldy, G. W. 1902. Memoirs on Oriental Rhynchota. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 14:46-58.

Lethierry, L. F. 1878. Homopteres nouveaux d’Europe et des contrées voisines. Deuxiéme partie. Compte
Rendu Soc. Entomol. Belg. 21:25-31.

Matsumura, S. 1905. Thousand Insects of Japan. Vol. 2. 1 + 163 + 8 pp., pls. 18-35, Keiseisha, Tokyo.
[In Japanese.]

Matsumura, S. 1910. Monographie der Dictyophorinen Japans. Trans. Sapporo Nat. Hist. Soc. 3:99-113.

Melichar, L. 1912. Monographie der Dictyophorinen (Homoptera). Abh. Zool. Bot. Ges. Wien.
7(1):1-221, pls. 1-5.

Metcalf, Z. P. 1954. Fulgoroidea, Tropiduchidae. General Catalogue of the Homoptera. Fasc. 4, Part 11.
North Carolina State College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 167 pp.

Stil, C. 1866a. Hemiptera Homoptera Latr. Hemiptera Africana 4:1-276.

Stal, C. 1866b. Analecta Hemipterologica. Berliner Entomol. Zeits. 10:381-394.

Walker, F. 1851. List of the specimens of homopterous insects in the collection of the British Museum,
2:261-636, pls. 3-4.

Walker, F. 1857. Catalogue of the homopterous insects collected at Sarawak, Borneo, by Mr. A. R. Wal-
lace, with descriptions of new species. J. Proc. Linn. Soc. 1:141-175, pls. 7-8.

Walker, F. 1858. List of the specimens of homopterous insects in the collection of the British Museum.
Supplement. 307 pp.

Walker, F. 1862. Characters of undescribed species of Homoptera in the collection of F. P. Pasco, F. L.
S. J. Entomol. 1:303-319, pl. 15.

Walker, F. 1870. Catalogue of the homopterous insects collected in the Indian Archipelago by Mr. A. R.
Wallace, with descriptions of new species. J. Linn. Soc. Zool., London 10:82-193.



	Article Contents
	p. [235]
	p. 236
	p. 237

	Issue Table of Contents
	Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society, Vol. 73, No. 4 (Oct., 2000), pp. 189-248
	Front Matter
	Methyl Anthranilate Attracts Males of Thaumatomyia glabra (Meigen) (Diptera: Chloropidae) [pp. 189-194]
	Honeybee (Apis mellifera ligustica) Use of Color and Pattern in Making Foraging Choices [pp. 195-207]
	The Natural History of a Miltogrammine Fly, Miltogramma rectangularis (Diptera: Sarcophagidae) [pp. 208-219]
	Observations on the Biology of Cerceris mimica Cresson (Hymenoptera: Sphecidae: Philanthinae) [pp. 220-224]
	Sampling Bees (Hymenoptera: Apiformes) for Pollinator Community Studies: Pitfalls of Pan-Trapping [pp. 225-231]
	Short Communications
	An Association between Ptecticus nigrifrons (Diptera: Stratiomyidae) and Nordus fungicola (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) [pp. 232-234]
	Taxonomic Notes on Oriental and Eastern Palaearctic Fulgoroidea (Hemiptera) [pp. 235-237]
	1998 Distribution of Brood IV Magicicada (Homoptera: Cicadidae) in Kansas [pp. 238-241]
	Parasitoids of the Bean Leaf Beetle (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) Found in Nebraska Soybean Fields [pp. 242-244]

	Book Review
	Review: The Huxley of America [pp. 245-247]

	Back Matter



