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BRIEF.NQTES
HOJA BLANCA AND ITS INSECT VECTOR By John G. Atlkins,
FOUND ON RICE IN A SECOND AREA James P, Kramer,
IN THE UNITED STATES and 3. D. Hensleyl

Hoja blanca, an insect~transmitted virus disease of rice, was recently found for the gec.
ond time in the United States. The disease wag identified on October 1, 1958, in rice fieldg
at two locations near Bay Saint Louis, Hancock County, Miasisaippi. In 1957 the diseage wag
reported from near Belle Glade, FloridaZ2, '

Sogata orizicola Muir, the only known insect vector for hoja blanca®, waa collected op
September 3 and October 1 in a small rice fleld in Hancock County. While leaf symptoms
gomewhat suggestive of hoja blanca were observed on September 3, the disezse was not T&-
corded. However, on October 1 numerous plants showing characteristic diseass aymptoma
were present. In addition, the digease was found on plants in another rice field where diseage
symptoms were not observed in early September, Previously, S. orizicola had been callectec
only near Belle Glade, Florida,

In early September a survey trip was also made through northern Florida, southeastern
Georgia, and South Carolina for hoja biance and B. orizicola. No rice was located in northern
Florida, and rice in the other two States showed no evidence of infection or infestation. In
surveys made in September and October in aguthern Louisiana, neither hoja blanca nor 5.
orizicola was found, S. furcifera (Horvath), a species not congidered as a vector, was collec-
ted in both Missisaippl and Louisiana.
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Division, Agricultural Research Service, United States Department of Agriculture,
2Atking, John G, , and C. Roy Adair. 1957. Recent discovery of hoja blanca, a new rice dizesse in
Florida, and varietal resistance tests in Cuba and Venezuela, PlantDisease Reptr. 41: 911-815.
3Atkine, John G., and Judson U, McGuire, Jr. 1958, The hoja blanca disease of rice. Internationa
Rice Commisaion Newsletter 7(3): 1-7.

CORRECTION

REPORTER, October iasue (Volwine 42, Number 10), page 1127: lines 13 through 20 are
out of order, that is, beginning with, "in northweatern Ilinois. ... ." and ending with "the
Clarion variety yielded 53 percent as much as Clintland during this perfod." These eight line:
should follow the last sentance on the page to read as follows: "District logses for the Clinton
variety ranged from 30 percent in acuthern Hlinoia to 28,7 percent in northweatern Illinois.
The district percentage figures were in ..., " etc.
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TEMPERATURE
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1 The terma used in the accompanying maps, which define the rangss of temperature and
iwtcip!.h.tion. are mumerical class limits. These are basedona statisticel analysis of past
ifecords through which is determined the normal frequency of occurrence of temperatures and
Pracipitation at yarious timeas of the year for different locations. For temperature theclasses
Sove, below, and near normal are so defined that they each normally occur one-fourth of the
time; rauch above and much below normal, one-eighth of the time. Precipitation is depicted
terma of light, moderate, and heavy, each class normally oceurring one-third of the time
thereby having equal probability of occurrence. These maps graphically represent only
¢ general trends and give the coundry's weather picture at s glance, For quantitative studies,
¥hare monthly mean temperatures and actual precipitationrecordsareneededfora giventime
0 place, other publications of the Weather Bureau should be consulted. P, R. M.




