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1Systematic Entomology Laboratory,  Agricultural Research Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture,  c/o National Museum of Natural History, MRC-168, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 20013-7013 (e-mail: thomas.henry@ars.
usda.gov).

Dr. J. E. McPherson, Educator and Researcher Extraordinaire:  
Biographical Sketch and List of Publications

Thomas J. Henry1 

Like many outstanding naturalists, John E. (“Jay”) McPherson grew up 
with a strong interest in the natural world, especially insects.  This innate 
curiosity led him to enroll as a zoology major at San Diego State University in 
1959.  Upon completion of his undergraduate degree, he continued on to pursue 
his interest in insect biology, completing a Master’s thesis on the life history 
and morphology of a poorly known species of Notonectidae.  Shortly thereafter, 
a teaching assistantship enabled him to pursue a Ph.D. at Michigan State Uni-
versity in East Lansing, where his research involved distinguishing two closely 
related species of bark beetles.  During this period, Jay also worked on various 
pest species, including the cereal leaf beetle, pine tip beetle, and pine cone beetle.

In 1969, Jay took a position at Southern Illinois University (SIU), Car-
bondale (SIU) as an assistant professor.  There he developed a broad and suc-
cessful educational program, in which he taught numerous courses, including 
general zoology, introductory and advanced entomology, aquatic entomology, 
and pest control. He soon was promoted to Associate Professor (1974) and Full 
Professor (1979).  Over his career, Jay (Fig. 1) has taught thousands of students, 
directed three Ph.D. and 23 Master’s students, and served on more than 40 thesis 

Figure 1. J. E. McPherson in his “McPherson Lab Survivor” T-shirt at SIU, June 2008 
(photo courtesy of Robert W. Sites).
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committees.  His students have pursued a wide range of research topics; as a 
heteropterist, I have followed most closely those who studied the Hemiptera.  
Those who have gone on to have outstanding careers of their own, include Jeff 
(Jeffrey D.) Bradshaw [reduviid biology and morphology], Scott (C. Scott) Bundy 
[pentatomoid biology and morphology], Steve (Steven L.) Keffer [Nepidae], Rich 
(Richard J.) Packauskas [Coreidae], Bob (Robert W.) Sites [Naucoridae], Steve 
(Stephen J.) Taylor [biology and taxonomy of Gerromorpha and Aradidae), 
and Steve (Stephen W.) Wilson [Fulgoroidea].  As testament to his success and 
dedication to teaching, he received in 1993 the North Central Branch, ESA 
Distinguished Achievement Award in Teaching and, in 1996, earned the Out-
standing Teacher Award from the College of Science at SIU.

In addition to Jay’s heavy involvement in teaching, he has been extraor-
dinarily active in his university and scientific societies.  He has served on 
more than 46 committees at SIU.  He has been chairman of the Graduate and 
Undergraduate Student committees, served on numerous search committees 
for departmental staff positions, been acting Chairman of the Department, and 
was long the Assistant Chair for the Department of Zoology, beginning in 1980 
until his retirement.  At the college and university levels, Jay served on more 
than 20 committees, including the Biological Sciences Advisory Committee, 
College of Science Dean Search Committee (Chair), Blue Ribbon Committee to 
consider the future of SIU, and Outstanding Dissertation Award Committee 
for the University.

Jay’s contributions to scientific societies are many, particularly the Ento-
mological Society of America (Fig. 2), where he helped create the ever-popular 
Linnaean Games, served on the Governing Board for six years (two terms), 
served as editor of the American Entomologist for nine years (see Wheeler 
2002. American Entomologist: Summer, p. 66), and was vice president (2001) 
and president of the Society (2002).  That aspect of his career is covered in an 
article by George Kennedy in this issue honoring Dr. McPherson.

Despite his focus on teaching and university affairs and his remarkable 
societal accomplishments, Jay has somehow managed to maintain an impressively 
productive research program.  During his career, he has produced more than 180 
scientific publications, primarily on the biology, life history, and immature stages 
of true bugs, especially the Pentatomoidea, Reduviidae, and several families of 
aquatic bugs, including Belostomatidae, Gerridae, Nepidae, and Notonectidae.  
He has published detailed descriptions of 193 nymphal stages and 39 eggs of 
Heteroptera in 21 families that serve as models for others to follow.  He also pub-
lished a series of classic papers (e.g., McPherson 1975, 1976, 1979) documenting 
the effects of photoperiod on the adult morphology of Euschistus tristigmus (Say).  
More recently, he has focused on certain other Pentatomidae, including studies 
on the comparative genitalic morphology of Brochymena and Parabrochymena 
(McPherson 2007), the U.S. species of Euschistus (McPherson and Ahmad 2008), 
two closely related species of Mecidea (McPherson et al. 2009), and three species 
of Murgantia (McPherson and Ahmad 2008), the last of which resulted in the 
discovery of a new species (McPherson and Ahmad 2011).  His recent interests 
also involve the Reduviidae, which include the description of the new harpacto-
rine genus Parasinea to accommodate a new species from Colombia and a previ-
ously known species transferred from Sinea (McPherson and Ahmad 2011), and 
clarification of the identity of Sinea sericea Hussey (McPherson 2012).  Among 
his most outstanding contributions are his book chapter (Panizzi et al. 2000) in 
Panizzi and Schaefer’s Heteroptera of Economic Importance on the economically 
important species of Pentatomoidea of the world, treating about 40 genera and 
58 species, and two important books, the Pentatomoidea of Northeastern North 
America (McPherson 1982), with keys and an exhaustive literature review of 58 
genera and 120 species and subspecies, and the Stink Bugs of Economic Impor-
tance in America North of Mexico (McPherson and McPherson 2000), with keys 
and overviews of 23 genera and 45 species.
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Jay McPherson has had a remarkable career as an award-winning teacher, 
as a leader and active participant in ESA, including president in 2002, and 
as a scholarly researcher.  Although Jay has retired (15 June 2012), a recent 
conversation that I had with him suggested little will change.  He likely will 
continue teaching on a contractual basis, he certainly will stay active in ESA, 
and clearly his research program shows little sign of slowing.  Congratulations 
Dr. McPherson on your retirement and many accomplishments.  We applaud 
your outstanding career and look forward to many more productive years.

List of Publications by J. E. McPherson
1.  McPherson, J. E.  1965.  Notes on the life history of Notonecta hoffmanni (Hemiptera: 

Notonectidae).  Pan-Pacific Entomologist 41: 86–89.
2.  McPherson, J. E.  1966.  Notes on the laboratory rearing of Notonecta hoffmanni (He-

miptera: Notonectidae).  Pan-Pacific Entomologist 42: 54–56.
3.  McPherson, J. E.  1967.  Brief descriptions of the external anatomy of the various 

stages of Notonecta hoffmanni (Hemiptera: Notonectidae).  Pan-Pacific Entomolo-
gist 43: 117–121.

4.  McPherson, J. E., and L. F. Wilson.  1967.  Grasshoppers feeding on red pine trees in 
Michigan (Orthoptera: Acrididae).  The Michigan Entomologist 1: 249–252.

5.  McPherson, J. E., L. F. Wilson, and F. W. Stehr.  1970.  A comparison between Conoph-
thorus shoot-infesting beetles and Conophthorus resinosae (Coleoptera: Scolytidae).  
I, Comparative life history studies in Michigan.  The Canadian Entomologist 102: 
1008–1015.

Figure 2.  J. E. McPherson at the Entomological Society of America Annual Meeting, 
Reno, Nevada, November 2011 (photo courtesy of C. Scott Bundy).
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6.  McPherson, J. E., F. W. Stehr, and L. F. Wilson.  1970.  A comparison between Conoph-
thorus shoot-infesting beetles and Conophthorus resinosae (Coleoptera: Scolytidae).  
II, Reciprocal host and resin toxicity tests; with description of a new species.  The 
Canadian Entomologist 102: 1016–1022.

7.  McPherson, J. E.  1970.  A key and annotated list of the Scutelleroidea of Michigan 
(Hemiptera).  The Michigan Entomologist 3: 34–63.

8.  McPherson, J. E.  1971.  Notes on the laboratory rearing of Corimelaena lateralis 
lateralis (Hemiptera: Corimelaenidae) on wild carrot.  Annals of the Entomological 
Society of America 64: 313–314.

9.  McPherson J. E., and J. F. Walt. 1971. The first record in Illinois of a population of 
Stethaulax marmoratus (Say) (Hemiptera: Scutelleridae) with information on life 
history.  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 64 :198–200.

10.  McPherson, J. E.  1971.  Laboratory rearing of Euschistus tristigmus tristigmus.  
Journal of Economic Entomology 64: 1339–1340.

11.  McPherson, J. E.  1972.  Life history of Corimelaena lateralis lateralis (Hemiptera: 
Thyreocoridae) with descriptions of immature stages and list of other species of 
Scutelleroidea found with it on wild carrot.  Annals of the Entomological Society of 
America 65: 906–911.

12.  McPherson, J. E.  1972.  Laboratory rearing of Trichopepla semivittata (Hemiptera: Pen-
tatomidae) on wild carrot.  Annals of the Entomological Society of America 65: 985–987.

13.  Walt, J. F., and J. E. McPherson.  1972.  Laboratory rearing of Stethaulax marmo-
ratus (Hemiptera: Scutelleridae). Annals of the Entomological Society of America 
65: 1242–1243.

14.  Walt, J. F., and J. E. McPherson.  1973.  Descriptions of immature stages of Stethaulax 
marmorata (Hemiptera: Scutelleridae) with notes on its life history.  Annals of the 
Entomological Society of America 66: 1103–1107.

15.  McPherson, J. E.  1974.  The first record in Illinois of Aelia americana (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 67: 151.

16.  McPherson, J. E.  1974.  Photoperiod effects in a southern Illinois population of the 
Euschistus tristigmus complex (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Annals of the Entomo-
logical Society of America 67: 943–952.

17.  McPherson, J. E.  1974.  Notes on the biology of Mormidea lugens and Euschistus 
politus (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) in southern Illinois.  Annals of the Entomological 
Society of America 67: 940–942.

18.  McPherson, J. E.  1974.  Three negro bug state records for Illinois (Hemiptera: 
Corimelaenidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 67: 361–363.

19.  McPherson, J. E., and J. P. Cuda.  1974.  The first record in Illinois of Nezara viridula 
(Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 
67: 461–462.

20.  Vangeison, K. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1975.  Life history and laboratory rearing 
of Proxys punctulatus (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) with descriptions of immature 
stages.  Annals of the Entomological Society of America 68: 25–30.

21.  McPherson, J. E., and R. H. Mohlenbrock.  1975.  The Scutelleroidea of the LaRue-
Pine Hills Ecological Area.  Proceedings of the North Central Branch, Entomological 
Society of America 29: 157.  (Abstract)

22.  McPherson, J. E.  1975.  Life history of Euschistus tristigmus tristigmus (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae) with information on adult seasonal dimorphism.  Annals of the En-
tomological Society of America 68: 333–334.

23.  McPherson, J. E.,  and K. W. Vangeison.  1975.  Effects of photoperiod on a population 
of Euschistus tristigmus (Say) (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) from Gainesville, Florida.  
Annals of the Entomological Society of America 68: 205–206.
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24.  McPherson, J. E., and J. P. Cuda.  1975.  The first record in Illinois of Prionosoma 
podopioides (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Journal of the Kansas Entomological 
Society 48: 371–373.

25.  McPherson, J. E. 1975.  Effects of developmental photoperiod on adult morphology 
in Euschistus tristigmus tristigmus (Say) (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Annals of the 
Entomological Society of America 68: 1107–1110.

26.  Youther, M. L., and J. E. McPherson.  1975.  A study of fecundity, fertility, and hatch in 
Euschistus servus (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) with notes on precopulatory and copu-
latory behavior. Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 68: 321–338.

27.  Nixon, P. L., J. E. McPherson, and J. P. Cuda.  1975.  A list of the Scutelleroidea 
(Hemiptera) collected on immature black walnut trees in southern Illinois with some 
notes on biology.  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 68: 409–413.

28.  McPherson, J. E.  1975.  A confirming report of the presence in southern Illinois of 
Brochymena cariosa (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State 
Academy of Science 68: 438–439.

29.  McPherson, J. E., and R. H. Mohlenbrock.  1976.  A list of the Scutelleroidea of the 
LaRue-Pine Hills Ecological Area with notes on biology.  The Great Lakes Entomolo-
gist 9: 125–169.

30.  McPherson, J. E.  1976.  Effects of photoperiod on a population of Euschistus tristigmus 
(Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) from Storrs, CT.  Annals of the Entomological Society 
of America 69: 691–694.

31.  Cuda, J. P., and J. E. McPherson.  1976.  Life history and laboratory rearing of Bro-
chymena quadripustulata with descriptions of immature stages and additional notes 
on Brochymena arborea (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Annals of the Entomological 
Society of America 69: 977–983.

32.  McPherson, J. E.  1976.  The first record in Illinois of Brochymena punctata punctata 
(Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 
69: 281–282.

33.  McPherson, J. E.  1976.  Notes on the biology of Cosmopepla bimaculata (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae) in southern Illinois.  Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of 
Science 9: 362–366.

34.  McPherson, J. E.  1977.  Notes on the biology of Thyanta calceata (Hemiptera: Pen-
tatomidae) with information on adult seasonal dimorphism.  Annals of the Entomo-
logical Society of America 70: 370–372.

35.  McPherson, J. E.  1977.  Effects of developmental photoperiod on adult color and pu-
bescence in Thyanta calceata (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae) with information on ability 
of adults to change color.  Annals of the Entomological Society of America 70: 373–376.

36.  Nixon, P. L., and J. E. McPherson.  1977.  An annotated list of phytophagous insects 
collected on immature black walnut trees in southern Illinois.  The Great Lakes 
Entomologist 10: 211–222.

37.  McPherson, J. E.  1977.  The first report of the occurrence of Symphylus caribbeanus 
(Hemiptera: Scutelleridae) in Texas.  Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society 
50: 529–530.

38.  McPherson, J. E.  1977.  A confirming report of the presence in southern Illinois 
of Banasa sordida (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State 
Academy of Science 70: 108–109.

39.  McPherson, J. E.  1977.  Three new scutelleroid state records for Illinois (Hemiptera).  
Transactions of the Illinois State Academy of Science 70: 388–390.

40.  McPherson, J. E.  1978.  Sensitivity of immature Thyanta calceata (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae) to photoperiod as reflected by adult color and pubescence.  The Great 
Lakes Entomologist 11: 71–76.
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41.  McPherson, J. E.  1978.  A reexamination of the Galgupha aterrima Malloch types (He-
miptera: Thyreocoridae).  Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society 51: 403–404.

42.  McPherson, J. E., and R. I. Sailer.  1978.  A new species of Corimelaena (Hemiptera: 
Thyreocoridae) from America north of Mexico. Journal of the Kansas Entomological 
Society Soc. 51: 516–520.

43.  McPherson, J. E.  1978.  Effects of various photoperiods on color and pubescence in 
Thyanta calceata (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 11: 
155–158.

44.  McPherson, J. E.  1978.  A list of the Scutelleroidea (Hemiptera) of southern Illinois.  
The Great Lakes Entomologist 11: 159–162.

45.  McPherson, J. E.  1979.  Effects of various photoperiods on morphology in Euschistus 
tristigmus tristigmus (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 
12: 23–26.

46.  McPherson, J. E.  1979.  Additions and corrections to the list of Michigan Pentato-
moidea (Hemiptera). The Great Lakes Entomologist 12: 27–29.

47.  McPherson, J. E.  1979.  Effects of continuous and split developmental photophases 
during each 24 hour period on adult morphology in Euschistus tristigmus tristigmus 
(Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 12: 79–81.

48.  McPherson, J. E.  1979.  Effects of various photoperiods on color and pubescence 
in Thyanta pallidovirens accerra (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes 
Entomologist 12: 83–84.

49.  Wilson, S. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1979.  A preliminary report on the bionomics of 
Fulgoroidea on black walnut with emphasis on Anormensis septentrionalis (Spinola) 
(Homoptera).  USDA Forest Service General Technical Report NC-52: 29–34.

50.  McPherson, J. E.  1979.  A revised list of the Pentatomoidea of Illinois (Hemiptera).  
The Great Lakes Entomologist 12: 91–98.

51.  Wilson, S. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1979.  Notes on the occurrence of Epipyrops 
barberiana Dyar in southern Illinois (Lepidoptera: Epipyropidae).  The Great Lakes 
Entomologist 12: 189–190.

52.  Wilson, S. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1979.  The first record of Megamelus paleatus in 
Illinois (Homoptera: Fulgoroidea: Delphacidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 12: 177.

53.  Wilson, S. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1979.  The first report of the occurrence of Oecleus 
chrisjohni and O. epetrion in Illinois (Homoptera: Fulgoroidea: Cixiidae).  The Great 
Lakes Entomologist 12: 227–228.

54.  Sites, R. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1979.  The first record in southern Illinois of 
Polygonia progne (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae).  Transactions of the Illinois State 
Academy of Science 72: 93.

55.  McPherson, J. E.  1980.  The distribution of the Pentatomoidea in the northeastern 
quarter of the United States (Hemiptera).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 1–16.

56.  McPherson, J. E.  1980.  A list of the prey species of Podisus maculiventris (Hemiptera: 
Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 17–24.

57.  Wilson, S. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1980.  A list of the Fulgoroidea (Homoptera) of 
southern Illinois. The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 25–30.

58.  Jones, W. A., and J. E. McPherson.  1980.  The first report of the occurrence of ac-
anthosomatids (Hemiptera: Acanthosomatidae) in South Carolina.  Journal of the 
Georgia Entomological Society 15: 286–289.

59.  Sites, R. W., and J. E. McPherson.  1980.  A key to the butterflies of Illinois (Lepidop-
tera: Papilionoidea).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 97–114.

60.  McPherson, J. E.  1980.  A peculiar specimen of Euschistus servus from North Carolina 
(Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 139–140.

6

The Great Lakes Entomologist, Vol. 45, No. 2 [2012], Art. 1

https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol45/iss2/1



2012 THE GREAT LAKES ENTOMOLOGIST 117

61.  McPherson, J. E.  1980.  The first report of the occurrence of Brochymena carolinensis 
in Missouri (Hemiptera: Pentatomidae).  The Great Lakes Entomologist 13: 168.

62.  McPherson, J. E., and B. C. Weber.  1980.  Seasonal flight patterns of Hemiptera 
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