
fvIISCE:LLANEOUS NOTES • 647 

. 
A native of Brazil and . of somewhat recent introduction in India, 

the trees J. 1nimosif olia may. be seen in private and pt1blic gardens. 
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45. PRESUMPTIVE FATAL STING OF THE COM.MON HOUSE 
WASP, POLISTES HEBRAEUS-

Here in Dehra Dun, on Jt1ly 17, 1954, at 16.05, I.S.T., a lady_ 
aged 63 years was stung by a yellow house vvasp, P olistes heb·raeiis; 
between ·the 3rd and the 4th to·e of 11er right foot. She became "'1ery 
restless and co·mplained of breathle·ssness. Medical aid was promptly 
summo·ned. On arrival, at about 16. 17 the doctor gave the lady an 
i11 je·ction of Adrenalin. She expired almost immediately only l 2 

mint1tes after being stung. 
It is a fact that the lady was unusually sensitive to wasp· sti11g. 

On previous occasions vvhen stung by a wasp she used to feel a g reat 
deaJ of pai11 all over her body and also co·m·plained 91f a c:hoking· 
sensation. She was slightly asthmatic ~n injection of Adrenalin, 
however, t1sed to give her pro.mpt relief . 

This case appears to be unique as no· one here see·ms to have heard 
of a similar o·ne. · 

I 6, RAJPUR ROAD, 
DEHRA DuN, U.P., 
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46. SOJYIE INSEC1'S f\TTRACTED TO LIGHT 

The following· insect species were taken at light in Ban·galore 
from 20th Octo·ber to 5th November 1953. They were caught insid.e 
a study r·oom into whicl1 they entered thro·ugh an eastern :Window 
(4 ft. x 2 ft.), st ft. above the g-ro·und level, and overhung by an electric 
_light (25 W, 50 C, 220 V, 5 A), the illuminated fiJament bei11g 
visible from outside. The wide range of species obtained is o·f co·nsider­
able interest, when the visual stimult1s in insects is known to, be co·tnp\ex 
and the form and magnitude of the res·ponse variable fro·m species 
to species with the location and the intensity of 'illumination, ~ength 
o·f exposure period, degree of light or dark adaptatio11, time of day, · 
and tempe·rature (D·eth'ier, 1953). Of the 90 species coJl.ected, as 
many as 33 are of economic impoirtance, and· these ·are indic;ated 
by an asterisk. No compre·hensive list o·f insect species attracted 
to light appears t·o be available in the Indian literature, althoug·I1 
Lefroy (1909), Dina Nath (1923) and A.yyar and : Anantanarayanan 
( 19_34) reco·rd_ed certain comm.on exan1ples along with the pr.incipal 
fami}ies whose 1nembers sho·wed po·sitive ph'oto·tropism ; light-tr·aps 
have, however, been _g favourite experiment with economic entomoJo·gists 
for the co·ntrol ·of some major cro·p pests (Ayyar and Anantanarayanan, 
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1934; Ballard, 1q23; Dina · Natl1, 
Ruqraiah, 19 .. 45-46). . . 

1923; John, 1947; and Pt1tta 

Meteorolog·ical Data. Hours of catches: 7 to 11.3_0 p.1n., 
2 o th to. 31st 0 ct ob e F: Temperature range 65.5°F. to 

84.2°F. with ai1 aver~ge of 73.5°F., night ten1perature normal to 
below normal; mainly cJoudy weather, with intermittent rain, sl_igl1t 
to 1.72 inches. Wind velocity 2.0 to 3.6 m.p.h., ·direction \t\ISW., 
SSW. and NNW. i\ gre·at tnajority of the insects were taken duri11g· 
this period . 
• • 

1 s t t o 5 t h N o v em b e r: Te1nperature ra11ge 55. 1 ° F. to 
81.1°F. with an average o·f 69.3°F., night tem.p-erature below normal; 
weather fair to· dry. Wi11d velocity 2.5 to 3.7 m.p.h., directjo-n, N., 
NNE. and NE. 

Acknowledg·ments. I ain gratefu·l to Dr. M. Putta Rudraiah, 
Government Ento·mo.Jogist, Bangalore, fo·r facilities and encouragement. 
I am also highly indebted to the Director, Commonwealth Institt1te 
of Entomolo·gy, London, for }{ind court~sy in deteri;nining most of 
the insect sp·ecies. 
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Gr y 11 id a e. · 

LIST. OF INSECTS 

OR "THOPTERA 

Pteronemobius csiki z' Bol. 

F o r fi c u I i d a e. 
, 

Diplatys sp. t 

K a 1 o t e r m. i t i d a e .. 
* Neoternies assmuthi (Holmgren) . 

. HEMIPTERA 

Coreidae. 
· Liorhyssits rubicundus Sign. 

L y g a e i d a e. · / 

' 

Eucosmetus sp. and Metochus uni'guttatus Thunbg • 
. 

·Na bidae. 
* N abis capsiform-is Germ. 

Mi rid ae. • 

L'lcocori·s. sp. and ·:_r'rigonotylus doherlyi Dist. 
' 

D e 1 p h a c i d a e. 
Perkinsiella faselatz•s Dist. and' P. i1isignis Dist. 

Jass id a e. 

• 

• 

, 

.. 

I 

) 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Euscelis indicus Dist.j * Nephotettix apz'calt's Motsch. and * N. bi/;uiia­
tatus Fabr. 

1 A new species, since described as Diplatys excidetis Hincks-Pree. Roy. ent. 
Soc., Ser. B, 23, (9·-10): 161. 
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LE·PIDOPTERA 
, • 

Py r a 1 id a e. " 
Ancylolomia sp., *Antigastra catalaunalis Dup., Bostra sp., Canthelea 

lateritalis Walk., *Chilo zonellus Swinh., *Cnaphalocroci·s medinalis Guen., 
Epipag;is cancellalzs Zell., *Glyphodes bivit.ralis Guen., * Hymenia recurvalis 
Fab., Nephopteryx sp., Nymphula di1nz'nutalis Snell., N. stagnalis Zell., 
Psara li'carsisalis Walk., Pristarthria minutella · Rag., *Pycnarmon cribrata 
Fab., *Pyralis manz'hotalis Guen., * Raphimetopus ablutella Zell., * Scho­
enobiits bz'punctz'fer Walk., Sync·iera traducalis Zell., and Udea mart·ialz's 
Gu en. 
Bomb y c id a e. Trilocha varia1zs Walk. 
Ge o m e tr id a e. . 

*Anz'sephyra ocularz·s Fab., Scopula· z"dearia Swinb., *S. octua1ia Vvalk., . 
and Sterrha lz'neata Hmps. 
$ y n t om i d a e. * Syntomis passalis F ab. 
L y m an t r ii d a e. * Laelia litu1·a Walk. · 
Arc ti id a e. * Amsacta lineola Fab ., Celama taenista Snell., Siccz"a 

gi-ttt1,(,losa1za Walk., * Utetheisa pulchella Linn. 

Agro ti d a e (Noc tu id a e ). 
Antarchaea m.ansueta Walk., * A1zticarsia z'rrorata Fab. *Cosmophila 

!lava Fab., Dichromia orosz'a Cram., Eublemma anachoresis Wllgrn., 
* Euxoa spi1zifera Hb., Hydri!lodes morosa Butl., Hypena strigata Fab., 
* Mocis frugalis Fab., Nodaria cornicalis Fab·., Ozarba heniz'phaea Hmps., 
Ozarba sp., Perigea serva Walk., * Polytela gloriosae Fab., Prodenz'a litura 
Fab., Pro.xenus melan.ospz"la Guen., Rh,ynclzina pervulgaris Swinh., Rivula 
bioculalis Moore, *Sesamia inferens Wall{. and *Spodoptera maurz'tz'a Bsd. 

COLEOPTERA 

C a r a bi d a e. Colpodes 'J'ufjceps Maol. 

-

St a p h y 1 in id a e. Zyras bicolor spp. and Z. indorum Fauv. 
A n o b i id a e (P t i n i d a e ). * L asioderma sericorne F . 
E 1 a t e r i d a e. CardiojJhorus f ormosus Curtis. · 
Ten e brio n id a e. Curimos/;hena ~fasciculatus Fa. 

~ 

Scarab a e id a e. * Heliocopris b1J.cephalis Fab., 
* Oryctes rlii1ioceros LiQ.. and Phyllog1zat/ius 

dionysius Fab. 
A p hod ii d a e. Aphodius carz'nulatzts Motsch. -

HYMENOPTERA • 

Br a co ni d a e. H eterogamus sp. and' * Micrabracon hebetor Say. 
I ch n e um on id a e. Cremastus spp., * Enf,cospilus sp., and Netelz'a sp. 
Eu 1 op hid a e. * Tetrastichus sp. . 

DIPTERA 

P s y ch o d i d a e. Psychoda alternata 
jJunctatus Will. 

Cu Ii c id a e. Chaoborus sp. 

27 
• 

Say 

' 

• 

' . 

and Telmatoscopus albi-

' I 
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C hironomidae. Pentaneura sp. and .Polypedilum sp. -
Sci arid a e. Sciara sp. 
Mus c id a e. *Atherigo1ia sp. (possibly oryzae Mall.) 

DIVISION OF ENTOMOLOGY, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUR.E, s. USMAN 
BANGALORE-I. 
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47. LEECHES 

Referring to Mr .. S1nythies's interesting note1 ·o·n leeches, while 
not p·ro,fessing to be an e·xpe1rt o•n them, by many years of close 
contact (sic) with the·m in my vocation as a planter, I have be-er1 
forced to observe rthese revolting creatures and their ways, and my 
observations may be useful to add to his. 

I do not know how many species there are but haye noted :what 
appear to be many, some mottled, some striped and large, some small 
a nd b1ack; these latter seem to be far the most painfu~ as I have 
a lways found tl1at when o,ne can feel the stinging bite, o·ne may, 
be sure to find a .small black 0 1ne at :work, whereas the larger ones 
are not not!ced until one f eeJs the wet sticky bloo·d .trickling· dow11 
after they have dropped off. I have seen a very large pale coloured 
o·ne o·n cattle.. I presume that they are entirely dependent on blood 
for sustenance as thei1~ mouth parts are not designed for any other 
forr:n of food.. There are 1nany warm-blo·oded mammals in the jungle· 
fo·r the1n I have found 'them on snakes., but even tl1en many must 
go hungry though in common with snakes, they to·O' can go for lo,ng. 
periods :without food and it wo.uld be interesting to, know how !ong 
a gorged leech' takes to digest its lo-ad of blood. I11 the Anaimalai 
·Hills I have fo1und them througho1ut the dry wea:ther along strearn 
edges under heavy coffee shade and mulch.. Many must die whe11 
they drop off tl1eir temporary h·ost·s on to uns.uitable ground a,nd the 
blood inside them congeals in the· hot sun befo·re they can reacl1 
mo•ist cover. IA' leech' mt1st have· coolth1 and moisture to live .. 

' It is well kno·wn how soon they ap,pear again at th'e first rains 
after the dry 'peri.o·d . Lil{e earthwo1rms, le'eches carry their eggs in 
a larger seg1nent of the body; when is this shed rele1asing the eggs, 

1 ]BNJ-IS, 151 (4) : 954. 
• • 




