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Janusz Nast was born in Warsaw on April 30th 1908. He finished his secondary education in 
1927, and in the same year he took up studies at the Warsaw university. In 1937 he became 
an assistant at the State Zoological Museum in Warsaw. He specialized in zoology, focusing 
on Auchenorrhyncha. The beginning of the war interrupted his career. After the liberation of 
Poland in 1946 he returned to work at the State Zoological Museum. In 1950 he received the 
degree of doctor of philosophy at the Warsaw university. In 1954 he was given the title 
professor. Until his death on January 8th 1991, he worked at the Institute of Zoology of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences (former State Zoological Museum). His scientific achievement 
comprises more than 100 publications, including 55 scientific papers. His catalogues on the 
Auchenorrhyncha of the Palaearctic, Europe, and Poland are still a major basis for taxonomic 
work in these regions and major works of references cited in almost every auchenorrhyncho-
logical paper today. 
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Already his first work (1933), concerning central European and Mediterranean species of 
Cercopidae, proved him to be a clear-sighted and accurate scientist using modern taxonomic 
methods. As a result, the new genus Triecphorella was distinguished. 

In the following years he was mainly interested in recognizing species of Auchenor-
rhyncha which occur in Poland. After revising material collected by numerous Polish ento-
mologists and after own field work from 1933 to 1935, he proved the occurrence of dozens 
of species new for the Polish fauna, including some rare species such as the cercopid species 
Aphrophora major Uhl. and Peuceptyelus coriaceus (Fall.). 

Professor Janusz Nast visited the British Museum in 1948 - 1949. He had the opportunity 
there to study one of the world largest collections of Auchenorrhyncha, and he could also 
improve his taxonomic experience using the advices and clues from British researchers. The 
result of these studies was a revision of neotropical Cercopidae of the genus Sphenorhina Am. 
et Serv., and afterwards he worked on the Neotropical genera Neolaccogrypota Lall. and Maxan-
thonia Schm. As well as the African genus Liorhinella Hagl. During these studies, altogether 14 
new species were described and many synonyms were established. Furthermore, he worked 
on the families Flatidae and Cixiidae and described 5 new genera and 18 new species from 
South America, New Guinea and Borneo. 

Definitely his most important work was the comprehensive catalogue of "Palaearctic 
Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera)" published in 1972, which comprises more than 4000 spe-
cies, with full lists of synonyms for each taxon. The book was mainly based on Metcalf's 
catalogue, who had collected the enormous amount of references on Homoptera since the 
beginning of zoological nomenclature. Nast's list was an urgently-needed update of Oshanin's 
list of the Palaearctic Hemiptera dating from 1912. In 1979 and 1982, he added addenda, 
corrigenda and a list of references published after Metcalf's catalogue. 

In 1987 he published a new, up-to-date species list of the Auchenorrhyncha of all 
European countries supplemented with critical notes (The Auchenorrhyncha – Homoptera 
of Europe). Janusz Nast is also the author of original descriptions of altogether 11 genera and 
74 species and subspecies, including Empoasca affinis, Macropsis najas and Conomelus lorifer dehneli 
from Poland. 

In 1976 he published a catalogue of the Auchenorrhyncha fauna of Poland, with infor-
mation of the occurrence of all species in different regions of Poland. This book summarized 
all the available faunistic information from Poland and improved the knowledge on this 
group significantly; it contained numerous data on very rare relic species such as Aphrophora 
similis Leth. (the only known locality in Europe), Addarus bellevoyei (Put.) and Cicadetta podolica 
(Eichw.) – one of two species of Polish Cicadidae. 

One of this further interests was zoological nomenclature. He was one of the editors of 
the translation of the “International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (1961; Polish edition - 
1963).” In his late years he updated the nomenclature of the Polish Auchenorrhyncha, 
published in the ‘Checklist of Animals of Poland’ edited by J. Razowski. 

In his honour, a number of Auchenorrhyncha taxa, including the Eocene genus Nastlopia 
Szw. & Geb., with the subfamily Nastlopiinae, and the snail taxa Nastia Riedel and Nastiinae 
(Zonitidae), were named after him. 

Some more important papers of Janusz Nast 
Nast; J. (1933): Beitrage zur Morphologie und geographischen Verbreitung der mitteleuropaischen 

und mediterranen Arten aus der Subfamilie Cercopinae (Homoptera, Cercopidae). – Ann. Mus. 
zool. pol. Warszawa 10(2): 7-32. 

Nast; J. (1936): Nowe dla Polski lub mniej znane gatunki Homoptera. – Fragm. faun. Mus. zool. pol., 
Warszawa, 2(29): 323-326. 

Nast; J. (1936): Homopterologische Notizen. I-II. – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 11(17): 335-338. 
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Nast; J. (1936): Przyczynki do znajomości fauny Homoptera Polski. I. Homoptera okolic Kosowa 
Pokuckiego. – Fragm. faun. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 2(34): 483-491. 

Nast; J. (1937): Eine neue Art aus der Gattung Empoasca Walsh aus Polen (Homoptera). – Ann. Mus. 
zool. pol. Warszawa 13: 25-27. 

Nast; J. (1938): Przyczynki do znajomości fauny Homoptera Polski. II. Homoptera okolic Kielc. – 
Fragm. faun. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 3(13): 225-234. 

Nast; J. (1938): Homopterologische Notizen. III - V. – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 13: 161-166. 
Nast; J. (1938): Nowe dla Polski lub mniej znane gatunki Homoptera. II. – Fragm. faun. Mus. zool. 

pol. Warszawa 3(20): 431-434. 
Nast; J. (1939): Ein neuer europaischer Fundort von Ceresa bubalus (F.) (Homoptera, Membracidae). – 

Fragm. faun. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 6(4): 91-92. 
Nast; J. (1939): Bemerkungen uber Agallia sinuata (M.R.) nebst Beschreibung einer neuen Art aus 

Aegypten (Hemiptera - Homoptera: Jassidae). – Bull. Soc. Fouad Ent. (Cairo) 23: 32-36. 
Nast; J. (1949): A revision of the genus Sphenorhina Am. et Serv. (Homoptera, Cercopidae). – Pol. 

Pismo ent. Wrocław 19: 114-148. 
Nast; J. (1949): Notes on the genus Aluntia Stål with description of a new species Aluntia hova sp. n. 

from Madagascar (Homoptera, Dictyopharidae). – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 14(7): 121-
124. 

Nast; J. (1949): On some Neotropical Cercopinae with description of two new species (Homoptera, 
Cercopidae). – Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. London 12(2): 474-478. 

Nast; J. (1950): Studies on Neotropical Cercopinae (Homoptera, Cercopidae). – Bull. Ent. Pologne 
20: 55-74. 

Nast; J. (1950): New genera and species of Neotropical Fulgoridae in the collection of the British 
Museum (Homoptera). – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 14(11): 167-175. 

Nast; J. (1950): Notes on the genus Bennaria Mel. with description of new species (Homoptera, 
Cixiidae). – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 14(12): 177-186. 

Nast; J. (1951): Homopterological notes VI-IX. – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 14(14): 193-198. 
Nast; J. (1951): Studies of Neotropical Cercopinae (Homoptera). – Pol. Pismo ent. Wrocław 20:55-74. 
Nast; J. (1951): Some remarks on Neotropical Fulgoridae with descriptions of new genera and species 

(Homoptera). – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 14(19): 267-279. 
Nast; J. (1952): Four new species of the genus Idiotettix Osb, (Homoptera, Jassidae). – Ann. Mus. 

zool. Pol. Warszawa 15(1): 1-6. 
Kostrowicki, A. & Nast; J. (1952): O występowaniu Cicadetta adusta (Hag.) w Polsce (Homoptera, 

Cicadidae). – Fragm. faun. Mus. pol. Warszawa 6(11): 193-197. 
Nast; J. (1952): Notes on some Ledrinae (Homoptera, Jassidae). – Ann. Mus. zool. pol. Warszawa 

15(4): 33-42. 
Nast; J. (1955): Nowe dla Polski lub mniej znane gatunki Homoptera. III. New and little known 

Polish species of Homoptera. III. – Fragm. faun. Warszwa 7(6): 213-231. 
Nast; J. (1958): Notatki homopterologiczne X-XII. Homopterological notes X-XII. – Acta zool. 

cracov. 2(35): 887-899. 
Young, D.A. & Nast; J. (1963): Cicadellinae types of species described by Edmund Schmidt (Homo-

ptera, Cicadellidae). – Ann. zool. Warszawa 21(14): 265-271. 
Nast; J. (1965): Two new Palearctic Delphacidae (Homoptera). – Bull. Acad. Pol. Sci. 13 (11): 643-

646. 
Nast; J. (1965): On the Genus Trirhacus Fieb. (Homoptera, Cixiidae). – Zool. Beitr. Berlin 11: 183-

191. 
Nast; J. (1965): Two new Stiromella Wagn. from Mongolia (Homoptera, Delphacidae). – Bull. Acad. 

Pol. Sci. (Cl. II) 13(11-12): 639-642. 
Nast, J. (1966): Two new Palaearctic Delphacidae (Homoptera). – Bull. Acad. Pol. Sci. (Cl. II) 13: 

643-646. 
Nast; J. (1972): Palaearctic Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera): An annotated check list. – Institute of 

Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Polish Scientific Publisher. Warszawa, 550 pp. 
Nast; J. (1973): Uzupełnienia i sprostowania do fauny Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera) Polski. – 

Fragm. faun. Warszawa 19(4): 39-53. 
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Nast; J. (1975): On some mediterranean Delphacidae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) described by S. 
Matsumura. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 33(1): 1-15. 

Nast; J. (1975): Further Studies on Neotropical Cercopidae (Homoptera). – Ann. zool. Warszawa 
33(7): 93-101. 

Nast; J. (1976): Piewiki (Homoptera,Auchenorrhyncha) Pienin. – Fragm. faun. Warszawa 21(6): 145-
183. 

Nast; J. (1976): Piewiki - Auchenorrhyncha (Cicadodea). Katalog Fauny Polski. XXI. – PWN. 
Warszawa, 255 pp. 

Nast; J. (1977): Homopterological notes XIII-XX. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 34(2): 27-37. 
Nast; J. (1979): Palaearctic Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera). Part 2. Bibliography, Addenda and 

Corrigenda. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 34(18): 481-499. 
Nast; J. (1979): Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera) Wyżyny Lubelskiej i Roztocza. Część I - Fulgoroidea. 

– Fragm. faun. Warszawa 25(1): 1-13. 
Nast; J. (1979): The genus Maxantonia Schm. (Homoptera, Cercopidae). – Ann. zool. Warszawa 35(1): 

1-23. 
Nast; J. (1981): Homopterological Notes XXI-XXV. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 36(14): 255-263. 
Nast; J. (1982): Palaearctic Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera). Part. 3. New taxa and replacement names 

introduced till 1980. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 36(17): 290-362. 
Nast; J. (1984): Notes on some Auchenorrhyncha Homoptera. 1-5. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 37(13-18): 

391-398. 
Nast; J. (1985): Remarks on the genus Tetartostylus (Homoptera, Cicadellidae) with descriptions of new 

species from Africa. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 39(2 and 7): 147-152. 
Nast, J. (1986): Notes on some Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera), 6-10. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 40: 

297-307. 
Nast; J. (1987): The Auchenorrhyncha (Homoptera) of Europe. – Ann. zool. Warszawa 40(15): 535-

661. 
Nast; J. & E. Chudzicka (1990): Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha. – In: Razowski, J. (ed.): Checklist of 

animals of Poland. Ossolineum, Wrocław – Warszawa – Kraków, pp. 91-102.


