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The lophopid genus Zophiuma Fennah, 1955 (Fulgoromorpha: Lophopidae) includes 
five described species, all restricted to New Guinea. Zophiuma lobulata Ghauri, 1967 (Figure 
1) has been associated with Finschhafen Disorder of coconut and oil palms since the disorder 
first appeared at Finschhafen, Morobe Province, in 1960 (Ghauri 1967). The other four 
species are Zophiuma pupillata (Stål, 1863), known only from females which are dark red in 
colour (Figure 2), Zophiuma doreyensis (Distant, 1906), known only from the male holotype, 
and two species originally described in the Fulgoridae as Hellerides guineae Lallemand, 
1962, and Hellerides butawengi Heller, 1966, both based on single female holotypes. 
Hellerides Lallemand, 1962, was transferred to the Lophopidae and synonymised with 
Zophiuma by Liang (1995). We used the morphology of the male genitalia and mitochondrial 
cytochrome oxidase subunit 1 (CO1) gene sequences to compare Z. pupillata and Z. lobulata 
specimens collected as part of a study on the etiology of Finschhafen Disorder. Both the male 
genitalia and the CO1 sequences showed clear cut differences between the two species with 
minimal intraspecific variation in Z. lobulata but some variation in Z. pupillata, which might 
indicate geographical variants. Sequence data demonstrated that brown coloured males 
collected with the red Z. pupillata females are the males of that species. Distinctive features of 
the tegmen markings and of the female anal segment have confirmed that Zophiuma guineae 
(Lallemand) is a new junior synonym of Zophiuma pupillata (Stål) and that Zophiuma lobulata 
Ghauri is a new junior synonym of Zophiuma butawengi (Heller). A paper formalising these 
synonymies, describing and illustrating the male genitalia of Z. pupillata for the first time and 
providing a key for the discrimination of the three species of the genus has been submitted for 
publication. 
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Figure 1. Zophiuma butawengi (Heller)  
(= Z. lobulata Ghauri), male 

Figure 2. Zophiuma pupillata (Stål),  
female 
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