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The delphacid planthopper genus Copicerus Swartz includes five taxa: C. ob
scurus (Guerin-Meneville) and C. swartzi Stal from Brazil, C. insignicornis 
(Lethierry) from Venezuela, C. irroratus thoracicus (Guerin-Meneville) from 
Cuba, and C. irroratus Swartz which is widespread in the American tropics north 
into the United States. Copicerus irroratus is distinctive, easily distinguished 
from all other Nearctic fulgoroid genera and species by the spike-like, movable 
spur at the apex of the posterior tibiae, and the elongate, foliaceous or oar-like 
antennae (Crawford 1914; Metcalf 1923; Bartlett et al., 2011, 2014). Published 
distribution records for C. irroratus include Belize, Costa Rica, Cuba, Domi
nican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexi
co, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, and Venezuela (Bartlett et al., 
2014). In the United States C. irroratus has been reported from Arizona, Dela
ware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsyl
vania, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia (Bartlett et al., 2011, 2014). 

I observed five adults of C. irroratus while sweeping vegetation on a hillside 
in central New York State, and collected two males before they escaped. The col
lection information is as follows: New York: Chenango County, 2 miles north of 
Norwich on State Highway 23, N42°32'17" W75°33'05", 29 May 2011, coll. 
G.D. De Jong. One specimen has been placed as a voucher in the collections of 
the Gillette Museum of Arthropod Biodiversity at Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, Colorado; the other is retained in my personal collection. I did not 
recognize the species in the field, identifying it using Metcalf (1923) only after 
returning to the lab in Colorado, therefore, I also did not note a plant association 
for these specimens. Host plants of species in the genus Copicerus are unknown 
but probably are di cots (Bartlett et al., 2011 ). 

This note documents a new state record for New York, as well as a northern 
distribution record, for this species. Other planthoppers, such as the acanaloniid 
Acanalonia conica (Say), a common species in the southern United States, and 
Nilaparvata lugens Stal, the pestiferous Old World tropical brown planthopper, 
have also recently extended their ranges, with data indicating that some of these 
range extensions may be the result of global climate change (Pechuman and 
Wheeler 1981; Ali et al., 2014). 
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